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4s 
| ing, gentlemen of the Senate, at your organization, 
I hold this seat to-day, but [ can hold it no longer, 
as I do not feel competent to preside over the de- 
liberations of the Senate. 


CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. FOOT presented the credentials of the Hon. 
Lawrence Brarverp, chosen by the Legislature 
of Vermont, a Senator from that State for the 
unexpired term of the Hon. Wittiam Urpnam, 
deceased. 

| The credentials were read; and the oath pre- 
scribed by law having been administered to Mr. 
Brainerp, he took his seat in the Senate. 


RECONSIDERATION OF A VOTE. 


Mr. PETTIT. I have a motion to make which 

I wish to have entered on the Journal to-day. | 

will not press it now, but I deem it of importance 

to make it at the earliest hour. It is a motion to 

| reconsider a vote taken on the last business day 

| of the late session, on the passage of House biil 

for the relief of Enoch S. More. I ask that the 

| motion be entered on the Journal for future con- 
sideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


entered. 
NOTIFICATION OF ORGANIZATION. 


It will be so 


|| Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


‘ 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the Llouse of Rep- 
resentatives that a quorum of the Senate bas assembled, 
and that the Hon. Lewis Cass has been chosen President 
of the Senate pro tempore for this day. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I offer another resolution: 


Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the President of the 
United States and inform him that the Senate have chosen 
the Hon. Lewis Cass President of the Senate pro tempore. 


Mr. MASON. 1 do not know whether that is 
according to usage—whether it is necessary to 
inform the President of that fact. ‘The House of 
Representatives always inform the President when 
they have chosen a Speaker at every new Congress; 
but Iam not aware of any usage of the Senate to 
inform him that we have chosen a President pro 
tempore in the absence of a Vice President. Unless 
the honorable Senator who moves the resolution 
knows such to be the custom, or has looked into 
the subject, I should prefer net to adopt this 
course. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have been informed that 
such a resolution is usual; that it is proper, and 
according to custom, that the President of the 
United States should know who is the Presiding 
Officer of this body. I should, properly, have 
made the resolution read, ‘‘ President of the Sen- 
ate pro tempore for this day;”’ and if the Secretary 
| will add the words ‘ for this day ”’ to the resolu- 
tion, it will be right. I so modify it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I understand, 
on inquiry of the Secretary, that this proceeding 
has been usual under these circumstances. 


It has 
been customary to announce to the President of 
the United States the election of a temporary pre- 
siding officer. 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE TWO HOUSES. 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, it was 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, joinly with a com- 
mittee to be appointed by the House of Representatives, to 
wait on the President of the United States, and inform him 
that a quorum of each House has assembled, and that 
Congress is ready to receive any communication he may 
be pleased to make. 


Mr. Doner, of Iowa, Mr. Dawson, and Mr. 
Tovucey were appointed the committee. 


A message was subsequently received from the 
as of Representatives, by Mi. Forney, their 
lerk: 


Mr. Prestpent: I am directed to inform the Senate that 
a quorum of the House of Representatives has assembied, 
and that the House of Representatives are ready to proceed 
to business. 
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THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION. 
— 
IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 4, 1854. | 

Tus being the first Monday of December, the | 
dey set apart by the Constitution for the annual | 
meeting of Congress, the Senators assembled in | 
‘he Senate Chamber at twelve o’clock, m. The 
following Senators were present: From the State | 

Veine—Hon. Hannibal Hamlin. 

Vermont—Hon. Lawrence Brainerd and Hon. || 
Solomon Foot. 

whusetts—Hon. Julius Reckwell* and Hon. 
Cher'es Sumner. 

le Island—Hon. Philip Allen and Hon. | 
C) 3 T. James. 

Cunnecticut-—Hon. Francis Gillette and Hon. || 
Isaac Toucey. | 

Vew York—Hon. Hamilton Fisi and Hon. | 
William H. Seward. 

Pennsylvania — Hon. Richard Brodhead and | 
Hon. James Cooper. 

Delaware—Hon. James A. Bayard. 

virginta—Hon. R. M. T. Hunter and Hon. 
James M. Mason. 

uth Carolina—Hon. Andrew P. Butler and 
Ho». Josiah J. Evans. 
Georgia—Hon. William C. Dawson. 
bama—Hon. Clement C. Clay, jr.,and Hon. 
Be jamin Fitzpatrick. 
ssissippi—Hon. Stephen Adams and Hon. 
ert G. Brown. 
isiana—Hon. John Slidell. || 
souri—Hon. Henry S. Geyer. 

Tennessee—Hoon. James C. Jones. 

kentucky—Hon. John B. Thompson: 

Ohio—Hon. Salmon P. Chase and Hon. Ben- | 
jamin F. Wade. 

_ Indiana—Hon. Jesse D. Bright and Hon. John 
Fettit. 

Iilinois—Hon. James Shields. 

Michigan—Hen. Lewis Cass and Hen. Charles 
E. Stuart. 

Wisconsin—Hon. Henry Dodge. 

lowa—Hon. Augustus C. Dodge and Hon. | 
George W. Jones. 

California—Hon. John B. Weller. 

At half past twelve o’clock, m., the Secretary 
called the Senate to order. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 

“he SECRETARY. With the permission of 
toe ~enate, I will read a letter addressed to me by 
the tien. Mr. Arcuison: 

PLattTe City, November 11, 1854. 

Dear Sir: It will not bein my power to reach Wash- 
ington before the second or third week in December. You 
will please announce this fact to the Senate at its meeting, 
(iat they may proceed to the election of a presiding officer. 

Your obedient servant, 
DAVID R. ATCHISON. 
Assury Dickins, Esq., Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Secretary, I move that, | 
oy general consent, General Cass, of Michigan, 
“e requested to act as President pro tempore for to- 
Uay 

Phe Secretary put the question on the motion, 
and it was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. CASS (on taking the chair, to which he 
was conducted by Mr. Hunter) said: In assist- 


Ever: tt. 








Sy Executive appointment in the place of Hon. Edward 


! 





The House of Representatives have adopted a resolution 
for the appointment of a committee, jointly with the com 
| mittee appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on the 
President of the United States, and inform him that a quo- 
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rum of each House has »ssembled, and that Congress is 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 
make; and have appointed Mr. Georce W. Jones, Mr. 
Sotomon G. Haven. and Mr. Tuomas H. Bayty the com. 
mittee on the part of the House. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. BRODHEAD gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill further to extend 
the provisions of the bounty land law. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following res- 
olution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
better security of lile and property on board of sea-going 
steam and other vessels. 

Hie gave notice that he should call up the res- 

livti ‘ . nag ‘ 
olution for acon as soon as the committees should 
be organized. 

HOUR OF MEBFTING. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting of the Senate 
be twelve o’clock, m., until otherwise ordered. 


PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, from the Committee 
appointed to wait upon the President of the United 
States and advise him of the organization of the 

| two Houses of Congress, reported that they had 
discharged the duty assigned to them, and were 
informed by the President that he would immedi- 
ately communicate in writing with thetwo Houses. 

A message was received from the President of 

the United States, by the hands of Sipney Wes- 
| ster, Esq., his Private Secretary; which was 
read. [See Message in the Appendix.] 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, Tisat the usual number of the Message and ac- 
companying documents be printed for the use of the Senate. 
Ordered, That ten thousand copies of the Message and 
| accompanying documents, in addition to the usual number, 


be printed for the use of the Senate. 


|. On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate ad- 
| journed. 


—— a — — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 4, 1854. 
| At twelve o’clock the Speaker called the House 
to order. 

Prayer by the Rev. Witutam H. Micsvurn, 
| Chaplain of the House. 

The Crerk then proceeded to call the roll for 
the purpose of ascertaining if there wasa quorum 


present, when the following gentlemen answered 
to their names: 


F 


MAINE. 


Moses Macdonald, 
Samuel Mayall, 

E. Wilder Farley, 
[srael Washburn, jr., 
Thomas J. D. Fuller. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


George W. Kittredge, 
Harry Hibbard. 
VERMONT. 
James Meacham, 
Andrew Tracy, 
Alvah Sabin. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Thomas D. Eliet, 
Samuel L. Crocker, 
Samuel il. Walley, 
William Appleton, 
Charles W. Upham, 
Nathaniel P. Banks, jr., 
Tappan Wentworth, 
Alexander De Witt, 
Edward Dickinson, 
John Z. Goodrich. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Thomas Davis, 
Benjamin B. Thurston. 

CONNECTICUT. 
James T. Pratt, 

Colin M. Ingersoll, 
Nathan Belcher, 
Origen 5. Seymour. 


NEW YORK. 
Hiram Walbridge, 
William M. Tweed, 
John Wheeler, 
William A. Walker, 
Jared V. Peck, 
William Murray, 
Theodoric R. Westbrook, 
Isaac Teller, 

Russell Sage, 

Rufus W. Peckham, 
George A. Simmons, 
Bishop Perkins, 
Peter Rowe, 

George W Chase, 
Orsainus B. Matteson, 
Henry Bennett, 
Daniel T. Jones, 
Edwin B. Morgan, 
Andrew Oliver, 

Jobn J. Taylor, 
George Hastings, 
Davis Carpenter, 
Benjamin Pringle, 
Thomas T. Flagler, 
Solomon G. Haven, 
Reuben E. Fenton. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Nathan T. Stratton, 
Charles Skelt ny 
Samuel I 


‘ ' 
orge Vali 


G 
Alex. C. M. Pennington, 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


Thomas B. Florenee, 
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Joseph Kh. ¢ handler, 


William D. Lindsley, 
John Robbins, jr., 


Harvey H. Johnson, 


Wilham H. Witte, William R. Sapp, 
William Everhart, Edward Ball, 
Samuel A. Bridges, Wilson Shannon, 
J. Glancy Jones, George Bliss 


Edward Wade, 
Andrew Stuart. 
KENTUCKY. 
Linn Boyd, 
jen Edwards Grey, 
James 8. Chrisman, 
Clement Hall, 
John M. Etiiou, 
William Preston, 
John C. Breckinridge, 
Leander M. Cox, 
Richard H, Stanton. 
TENNESSEE. 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Samuel A. Smith, 
William Cullom, 
Charles Ready, 
George W. Jones, 
Felix K. Zollieoffer, 
Emerson Etheridge, 
Frederick P. Stanton. 
INDIANA, 
Smith Miller, 


leaac EB. Hieeter, 
Ner Middieswarth, 
Hendrick B. Wright, 
Galusha A. Grow, 
James Gamble, 
William HU. Kurtz, 
Pamuel I,. Russell, 
John MeCulloch, 
John L Dawson, 
David Ritctne, 
Thomas M. tlowe, 
Michael ©. Trout, 
John Dick. 
DELAWARE, 
George Kead Riddle. 
MARYLAND. 
Jobn R. Franklin, 
Jacob Shower, 
Joshua Vansant, 
Henry May, 
William T. Hamilton, 
Augustus R. Sollers, 


VIRGINIA. 


Thomas H. Bayly, William H. English, 
John S. Millson, Samuel W. Parker, 
John 8. Caskie, Thomas A, Llendricks, 
William (). Goode, Jotun G. Davis, 


Thomas 8. Bovock, 
William Smith, 
Charles J. Faulkner, 
John Letcher, 

Henry A. Edmundson, 
Fayette McMuliin. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Thomas Ruffin, 
William 5. Ashe, 

Sion H. Rogers, 

Jobo Kerr, 

Richard ©. Puryear, 

Thomas LL. Clingman. 


SOUTH CAROLINA, 
John McQueen, 


James L. Orr, 
Wiliiam W. Boyce. 
GEORGIA, 
Alfred Il. Colquitt, 
David J. Bailey, 
‘ijah W. Chastain, 
Jvnius Hillyer, 
David A. Reese, 
Alexander H. Stephens. 
ALABAMA. 
Philip Phillips, 
Sampson W. Harris, 


William R. Smith, 
George &. Houston, 


Daniel Mace, 
Norman Eddy 


Andrew J. Harlan. 
ILLIN 

Ellihu B. Washburne, 

Johu Wentworth, 

James Knox, 

William A. Richardson, 

Richard Yates, 

James C. Allen, 

William U1. Bissell, 

Willis Allen. 


MISSOU 


Thomas H. Benton, 
Alfred W. Lamb, 
James J. Lindley, 
Mordecai Oliver, 
Johas. Phelps, 
Samucl Caruthers. 
ARKANSAS. 
Alfred B. Greenwood, 
Edward A. Warren. 
MICHIGAN, 
David A. Noble, 
Samuel Clark, 
Hestor L. Stevens. 


FLORIDA, 
Augustus E. Maxwell. 


ro 
MS. 


r 
aul. 


Wilhamson R. W. Cobb, TEXAS. 
{ s PF. De “il. 
James F. Dowde aeenett meieks 
MISSISSIPPI. ; 
IOWA, 


William 8S. Barry, 
Otho R. Singleton, 
Wiley P. Elarris, 
William Barksdale. 
LOUISIANA. 
William Dunbar, 
"bheodore G, liunt, 
Jolin Perkins, jr. 


OHTO, 


David T. Disney, 
John Scott [larrison, 
Lewis D. Campbell, 
Alfred P. Edgerton, 
Andrew Ellison, 
Aaron Harlan, 
Moses B. Corwin, 
Frederick W. Green, 
John L. Taylor, 
Thomas Ritchey, 
Edson B. Olds, 


Bernhart Henn. 
WISCONSIN. 

Ben C. Eastman, 

John B. Macy. 
CALIFORNIA. 

James A. McDougall, 

Milton 8. Latham. 

FROM MINNESOTA TER. 

Henry M, Rice. 

FROM OREGON TER. 

Joseph Lane. 

FROM UTAH TER. 

John M. Bernhisel. 

WASHINGTON TER. 


Columbia Lancaster. 


The Speaker announced that one hundred and 
ninety-three gentlemen had answered to their 
names, and thata quorum being present, the House 
was competent to proceed to business. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Cuartes I’. Lewis, Representative elect from 
the eleventh congressional district of Virginia, 
in the place of Mr. Snoperass, deceased; }'. M. 
Baistow, from the third district of Kentucky, 
in place of the Hon. P. Ewine, deceased; Isaac 
Teer, from the twelfth, and Henry C. Goop- 
win, from the twenty-second districts of New 
York, in place of Messrs. Dean and Gerair 
Smirn, resigned, severally appeared, and were 
qualified by taking the oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 


NOTIFICATION OF ORGANIZATION. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move, sir, that 


the Clerk of the House inform the Senate that a 
quorum of the Hlouse have appeared and an- 
swered to their names, and that the House is now 
ready to proceed to business. 

‘Tne motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. I now move that a committee of 
three be appointed by the Chair, to wait upon the 
President of the United States, in conjunction 
with such committee as may be appointed by the 
Senate, to inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses have met, and are ready to receive any 
communication which he may have to make. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker 
thereupon appointed the following gentiemen said 
committee on the part of the House: Messrs. 
Grorce W. Jones, Sotomon G. Haven, and 


Tuomas H. Bayty. 


DRAWING FOR SEATS. 


Mr. FLORENCE. | offer the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, immediately 


after the passage of this resolution, place in a box the name 
of each member and delegate of the House of Representa- 
tives, written on a separate slip of paper; that he then 
proceed, in the presence of the House, to draw from said 
box, one at a time, the said slips of paper, and as each is 


drawn, he shall announce the name of the member or dele 
gate upon it, who shall choose his seat for the present 
session: Provided, That before said drawing shall com- 


mence, the Speaker shall cause every seat to be vacated, 


and all see that every seat conunaues Vacant unui it is 


selected under this order. 


Mr. HILLYER. I propose toamend that reso- 
lution so as to provide that the members be re- 
quired, before the drawing commences, to retire 
from their seats. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that, 
under the resolution as it stands, he has authority to 
mevibers to vacate their seats. Such has 
been the practice heretofore. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I have re- 
ceived a message froin my colleague, Mr. Cuurcu- 
WELL, who passed through this city a few days 
ago, and went tu the city of New York. I am 
informed by that message that he is quite sick, 
and has been unable to get here this morning, as 
he intended. 
his colleagues may be permitted to select a seat for 
him. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Is he in the city? 

Mr. STANTON. He was in the city, but 
went to New York, with the expectation of re- 
turning by this morning, which, of course, he 
could have done, and would have dene, had he 
not been taken sick. I conceive that itis the same 
as if he had been taken sick in this city; but I 
simply desire to submit his request to the House, 
and I shall be satisfied with the decision of the 
House whatever it may be. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
the gentleman from Tennessee submits his motion 
as an amendment to the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, {Mr. FLorence.]} 

Mr.SVTANTON. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee will prevail; ard I 
wish to make a similar motion in behalf of one 
of my colleagues, Mr. Epmanps, who came on 
with me to the Astor House, New York. On 
Friday morning he sent for me tocome tohis room, 
where | found him-confined to his bed by sick- 
ness. He requested me toask the House to allow 
a seat to be drawn for him, as he has been de- 
tained on the way to Washington by sickness. I 
hope that request will be granted, and also the 
request of the gentleman -from Tennessee on be- 
half of his colleague. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hope that a colleague of 
mine, Mr. Hvuaues, who is detained in Phila- 
delphia by illness, will also be allowed to have a 
seat selected for him. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
that I have never yet known permission given to 
draw by proxy for any person out of the city, al- 
though indisposed. It has been usual to allow 
friends to draw for those detained in the city by 
sickness, but never for those absent from the 
city. I hope that the usual rule will be adhered 
to. If there be any member unwell in the city, 
he wili be allowed, under the usual rule, to have 
a seat drawn for him by a friend. 


require 


He therefore requests that one of 


I wish to say | 


The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- | 


| man from New York [Mr. WHEE ter] will not be 


in order until the amendment to the amendment, 


jection to such postponement. 


_ Monday 
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[Mr. Stanron,] is disposed of. After tha 
then be acted upon in its order. 

Mr. CULLOM. I insist upon a strict adhe, 
ence to what has been the usual practice of : a 
House. Ifit be departed from, I give notice, 
I shall ask permission to draw for my colleac 
[Mr. Buee,] whois detained in the Old Dom), 
upon a visit to his relatives. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. If the usual rule be de. 
parted from, | shall ask permission to draw fp 
my colleague, [Mr. Mirier,] who is detained by 
sickness in St. Louis. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Stanton] moves that some gentle. 
man be authorized or named by the Chair to draw 
a seat for his colleague, [Mr CuUuRCHWELL.] The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dickiysox 
proposes to amend the motion, so as to embrace 
the name of his colleague, [Mr. Epmanps ] : 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I withdraw 
the motion | made. 

The question was then taken upon the resoly. 
tion as originally introduced; and it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, in execution of 
the order made by the adoption of the reso! ition, 
directs that each member shall retire outside of 
the bar of the House. The officers of the House 
will see that all remain outside of the bar until 
their names shall have been called; then they shall 
be admitted inside to choose their seais. 


MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was here received from the Senate, by 
the hands of Asspury Dickins, Esq., their Secre- 
tary, informing the House that they had assem. 
bled, that the Hon. Lewis Cass, of Michigan, 
had been chosen President of the Senate pro tem- 
pore for this day, and that they were ready to 
proceed to business. 

A message was also received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Mr. Macuen, their Chief Clerk, 
informing the House that they had appointed a 
committee, to join such committee as may be ap- 
pointed by the House, to wait upon the President 
to inform him that a quorum of the Senate had 
assembled and were ready to receive any commu- 
nication he might be pleased to make, and that 
Messrs. Dopnce, of lowa, Dawson, of Georgia, 
and Toucry, of Connecticut, constituted such 
committee on the part of the Senate. 


DRAWING FOR SEATS—AGAIN. 


The House then proceeded in the execution of 
the order for choosing seats. The members re- 
tired without the bar, and when their names were 
severally drawn selected theirseats. The process 
was thus completed. 


VETO MESSAGE—HARBOR BILL. 


The SPEAKER. Near the close of last ses- 
sion a veto message from the President of the 
United States was received by the House. There 
being no quorum present the message was not 
read. The Chair supposes, under the Constitution, 
the first business in order is the consideration of 
the President’s veto message. If it is the pleasure 
of the House the message will be read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is competent, I take it, 
to postpone the subject until to-morrow or some 
other future day, and I hope there will be no ob- 
I make the motion 
that its further consideration be postponed until 
to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
consideration will be postponed until that time, by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Will it be in order to move 
that its consideration be postponed until the first 
in December next? 

The SPEAKER. The more regular mode of 
proceeding would be to read the message first. It 


t, it wi 


He 
nat 
le 


’ 
inion 


| will then be for the House to dispose of the mat- 


ter as they may think proper. ; 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I wish to 
make an inquiry. Will not the reading of the 
message require action on the bill to follow it* 


| The bill has been returned to the House, and the 


Constitution requires that, the message being read, 
the House shall proceed to act upon the veto bi. 
1 think the better way would be to pass the whole 
matter by informally until to-morrow or some 


other day, and then take the subject up and dis- 


| first proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, || 


pose of it. 
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The SPEAKER. It will be competent for the 
House, by a vote, to postpone the consideration 
the bill upon which the vote is founded. But 

ore rezular way would be to have the veto 
- ecsage read, as it has never yet been read to the 
Howse Ve ENTWORTH, of Illinois. It is the 
sage that was read at the close of last 


‘ 
t 


same mess 


sesst 


Ti i SPEAKER. It was not read then. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It certainly was read 

fom the Speaker’s desk, although there was no 
oyorum present at the time. 
* Th SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken, 
oat 1e message has never been read from the desk. 
“Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I certainly will 
make no objection to its being read. 

The veto message of the last session (which has 

heretofore been published in all the papers) upon 
che bill making appropriations for the improve- 
oat tof harbors and rivers, was then read by the 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I move that the mes- 
oan he referred to the Committee on Commerce 
| be printed. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I would inquire whether 
the motion to postpone the further consideration 
of this subject does not take precedence of the 
motion made by the gentleman from Illinois? 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is, 
«Shall the bill pass, the President’s objection to 
the same notwithstanding?’? A motion is made 
that the consideration of the bill be postponed 
until Wednesday next, and the Chair thinks it will 
take precedence of the motion made by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Wentworth. ] 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If itis a question of 
precedence merely, | have nothing to say. 

- The question was then taken on Mr. Cu1ne- 
wan’s motion; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—aves 120, noes not counted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I now move that the 
message be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and that it be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The consideration of the 
matter has already been postponed until Wednes- 
day, and a motion to refer it is not in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I want the message 
printed, so that we may have it before us when 
we come to act upon It. 

The SPEAKER. Itiscompetent for the House 
to order the message to be printed, but the con- 
sideration of it having been postponed, you not 
only cannot consider the passage of the bill, but 

innot move to refer it. 


“Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I s:mply move 
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that the message be printed. 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it not competent for the 
gentleman from Illinois to move that the message 
be printed ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in 
order. k 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I make that motion; 
and | demand the previous question upon it. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. Wentwortn; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that ten thou- 
sand extra copies be printed. 

(Cries of ** No!” **No!’?] 

Mr. H. I make the motion in order that it 
may go to the Committee on Printing under the | 
rule. i{ 

The SPEAKER. The motion will go,as a 
matter of course, to the Committee on Printing; 
and it is so ordered. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion by Mr. OLDS, it was 


‘ Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
hles of the House the petition and papers of Samuel F. 


eoman. 
On motion by Mr. HIBBARD, it was 


_ Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
hles of the House the petition and papers of Bela Young, 
for th ; 

Or the purpose of reference to one of the Departments. 


On motion by Mr. BERNHISEL, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
*s of the House the petition and papers of Dimick B. 


Huntington, for the purpose of reference to one of the 
Departinents. 


On motion by Mr. HARLAN, of Indiana, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the || 


i 





files of the House the petition and papers of Colonel Ben- 
jamin Sayre, for the purpose of reference to one of the 
Departments. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to give 
notice that, when the House proceeds to the con- 
sideration of the business on the Speaker’s table, 
and shall reach the bill commonly known as the 
homestead bill, | shall offer a substitute, embody- 
ing the provisions of the original bill, with but 
slight alterations, which 1 have prepared in lieu of 
the one sent us from the Senate. now ask that 
it may be ordered to be printed for the information 
of the House. 

There was no objection; and Mr. 
substitute was ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORIAL BILLS. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon, by unanimous consent, 
introduced bills; which were severally read a first 
and second time by their titles, as follows, and 
referred as indicated: 

A bill making an appropriation for completing 
the public buildings of Oregon Territory—Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

A bill for the construction of a military road in 
Oregon Territory—Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

A bill regulating the location of bounty land 
warrants in Oregon Territory—Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

A bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain volunteers in the Indian wars 
in Oregon Territory—Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following resolution; which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah to continue 
their session for a term not exceeding sixty days instead of 


forty days as heretofore provided ; and that said committee 
shall report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, as follows, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories: 

Joint resolution for the relief of John L. Smith 
and James McGaw. 


MINISTER TO FRANCE. 


Mr. INGERSOLL asked unanimous consent 
for leave to introduce the following resolution; 
which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the House, if not inconsistent 
with the public interest, any correspondence which may 
have taken place with the French Government in reference 
to the refusal to permit the Minister of the United States to 
Spain to pass through the territory of France. 

Mr. PECK. I object to the introduction of the 
resolution. 


Dawson’s 


PENSIONS. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of House bill (No. 540) granting pensions 
to all persons engaged jn the war of 1812, and In- 
dian wars prior thereto, and to their widows, with 
a view to make it the special order of the day for 
the third Monday of January next. 

Mr. ORR. I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to suspend 
the rules for the purpose which I have indicated. 

The question was taken; and the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules. 

PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, the 
joint committee appointed by the two Houses to 
wait on the President of the United States, and to 
inform him that a quorum of each House was as- 
sembled, and ready to receive any communication 
that he may please to make, have discharged that 
duty, and the President has requested them to in- 
form their respective Houses, that he would at 
once communicate to them a message in writing. 


BOUNTY AND PENSION LAWS. 

Mr. READY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, as follows, and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

A bill to extend the provisions of the bounty 
land and pension laws of the United States. 
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RESOLUTIONS, 
The SPEAK ER proceeded to 
bers by States for resolutions. 
When the State of C ynnecticut was called— 
Mr. INGERSOLL said: | wish to ask the 
Chair whether | can submit the resolution for 
which I asked the consent of the House just now, 
aud have it acted upon? 
TheSPEAKER. 
rule, if objected to. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. 
DUTY ON COALS. 
When the State of New York was called— 
Mr. WALBRIDGE offered the following res- 
olution: : 
Resolve’, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
Instructed to bring in a bill removing the present duty oa 
foreigu ex so that the saine shail be adiumitted duty tree. 


eall on mem- 


It must go over under the 


Then I will not offer it. 


Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I propose to 
debate that resolution. 
The SPEAKER. 

the rule. 
SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF I812. 

Mr. FLORENCE. lL ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Lfouse to introduce a resolution pro- 
viding for making the bill of the House (No. 56) 
providing for extending the provisions of the 
bounty land laws to the soldiers of the war of 
1812, the special order for Tuesday, the 9th day 
of January, and to continue as such from day to 
day until disposed of. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It is for the benefit of the 
old soldiers of the war of 1812. | hope there will 
be no objection. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to offer the resolution. 

The question was taken, and (two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative) the rules were not sus- 
pended. 


It must then go over under 


CONGRESS AT OSTEND. 

Mr. SOLLERS. lIask the unanimous consent 
of the Hlouse to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States inform 
this louse, if not incompatible with the public interest, 
whiat was the object or objects of the meeting or conference 
of the American Ministers at Ostend, and whether the said 
meeting Or conference was in obedience to instructions of 
the Secretary of State; what the said instructions were, 
and what was the resuit of the said meeting or conference. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. SOLLERS. 1 move to suspend the rules 
to enable me to submit the resolution, and ask for 
the yeas and nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘The resolution is debatable, I 
believe. 

The SPEAKER. It is not even before the 
House. The question is upon the motion to sus- 
pend the rules. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Soirens’s 
motion, and decided in the negative—yeas 73, nays 
101; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ball, Banks, Bennett, Bristow, Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 
Cullom, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Eastman, Thoinas D. 
Eliot, Etheridge, Everhart, Parley, Flagler, Franklin, Good 
rich, Goodwin, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Hiester. Hill, Howe, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Lindley, McCul- 
loch, Mayall, Middleswarth, Morgan, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkina, 
Pringle, Puryear, Ready, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Skelton, Sollers, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Teller, Tracy, Upham, Wade, Wailbridge, Wal- 
ley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan 
Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Beleher, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cohb, Col- 
quitt, Cumming, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, Dun 
bar, Eddy, Edmundson, John M. Elliot, Ellison, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Green, Green 
wood, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harrie, Hast 
ings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Inger 
soll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kittredge, Kurtz, Latham, Lewis, Lilly, Lindsley, 
Macdonald, McDougall, McMullin, McQueen, Macy, Max 
well, Mav, Smith Miller, Millson, Murray, N , Olds, 
Andrew Oliver, Orr, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, 
Reese, Riddie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Seymour, 
Shannon, Shower, Singleton, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton. Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, John J. Taylor, 
Thurston, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walker, W urren, John 
Wentworth, Westbrook, Witte, and Hendrick B. W right— 
101. 

So (two thirds not having voted in the affirm- 


| ative) the rules were not suspended. 
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ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Sipney Wes 
ster, his Private Secretary. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
Mouse that the message be now read ? 

[Cries of ‘* Read!’’ ** Read !” 

The Clerk then read the Message, which will 
be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the message, 
with the accompanying documents, be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and if it is competent for me, as I believe 
it is, | willalso move that twenty thousand extra 
copies be printed. 

Mr. BOYCE. I beg to amend by substituting 
thirty thousand for twenty thousand. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Alabama as including the mo- 
tion to print with that to refer ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir; Ubelieve it is usual 
to make the two motions jointly. 

A Memser. The motion mustgo to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. 
that committee. 

The message and accompanying documents 
were then referred to the Commiitee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Do I understand that the 
motion to print has gone to the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that it 
is not necessary for it to go there. 

Mr. H®USTON. I was aware that it was un- 
necessary, and therefore made the two motions 
together. 

The SPEAKER. 
the gentleman. 


Mr. LILLY. 


It does not necessarily go to 


The Chair misunderstood 


I would inquire what is the 


usual number of extra copies ordered to be printed? | 


Mr. HOUSTON. Previous to the last session 
of Congress, fifteen thousand was the usual num- 
ber, but at the last session twenty thousand copies 
were ordered. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move to amend the motion of 
the gentleman from Alabama so as to make the 
number thirty thousand. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina will 
not be adopted; and I move the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put; and 
being put, Mr. Bovce’s amendment wes voted 
down. Under the further operation of the previ- 


ous question, Mr. Housron’s motion was agreed || 


to. 


APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAVEN. I wish to know if any motion 
has been made this morning, that the Chair ap- 

oint the standing committees? 

The SPEAKER. 
made. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I submit it now. 

The motion was agreed to. 


will hold his office until it shall again constitution- 
ally become vacant; so that in the case ofa yacancy 
occurring in the office of the President of the 
United States, the person now to be chosen to fill 
the office of President pro tempore of the Senate 
would succeed to that high trust, and become the 
Chief Executive Magistrate of the United States. 
Mr. PETIT. Thatis the way we understand 
it. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then it is so understood. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not consider that there is 
any necessity for our determining what the effect 
of our resolution to, elect a Presiding Officer of the 
Senate will be with regard to suppositive events | 
which may occur hereafter. This proposition is 
simply that we elect a Presiding Officer. It is 
sable | might agree with the Senator from New 
York, that there cannot be two Presidents at one 
time; but there is no need of our entering into 
these questions. If we are disposed to elect, we 
do it for the purpose of conducting the business 
of the Senate; and | think we can leave such ques- 
tions to the future as events may arise. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The SECRETARY. Senators will please to 
repare their ballots. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask whether the rule can 
be suspended which requires that the selection 
shall be by ballot, and whether I cannot offer a 
resolution at once declaring that a certain Sena- 
tor shall be President pro tempore? 

Mr. STUART anv oruers. 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WELLER. 


offer a resolution declaring the Hon. Jesse D. 


pro 


| baicutr President pro tempore of the Senate. 


Several Senarors. 
sent. 

Mr. MASON. I think if the Secretary will 
refer to the precedents, he will find that the Hon. 
Davip R. Atcuison was chosen President of the 
Senate by a resolution; probably the resolution 
was presented by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. It has been very often 
done. 

Mr. SUMNER, 


for the vote by ballot. 


it requires unanimous con- 


If necessary, I shall ob- 


ject to the consideration of the resolution. 


And then, on motion by Mr. SOLLERS, the | 


Tlouse (at twenty minutes past threeo’clock, p.m.) 
adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 5, 1854. 
Hon. James A. Pearce and Hon. Tuomas G. 


Prart, of Maryland, appeared in their seats this 


morning. 
The Secretary called the Senate to order. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I offer the following 
resolution: 


Rescived, That the Senate do proceed forthwith to the 
choice of a President pro tempore. 


Mr. SEWARD. Before we proceed with this 
election, I should like to have the views of Sena- 
tors in regard to the effect of the appointment— 


whether it is to be an absolute appointment of a | 


President pro tempore, and what the tenure of 
his office istobe. I wiil state very freely my own 


opinion in going into this election, and it is this: | 


that there can be but one person at the same time | 


holding the office of President pro tempore of the 


No such motion has been | 


Several Sena1 
proceed to ballot. 
The SECRETARY. 
to prepare their ballots. 


RSs. 


That is enough; we must 


The Senators will please 


The Senators proceeded to ballot with the fol- | 
| lowing result: 


Hon. Jesse D. Bright received....... 24 votes. 
Hon. Salmon P. Chase...cccescccecs 6 «6 
Hon. William C. Dawson...........2 * 
ERO: WOMMOR FOSls sods cdi ieiscs om 
Hon. George E. Badger...........02 1 “ 


Vhole number of votes cast.....e:: 
Necessary to a choice...... si iaceraeae 
The SECRETARY. Twenty-four being a 
majority of all the votes given, Mr. Bricur is 
elected President of the Senate pro tempore. 
Mr. Jones, of lowa, and Mr. Surexps con- 
ducted Mr. Brieurt to the chair. 
“he PRESIDENT pro ¢mpore, on taking the 
chair, addressed the Senate as follows: 
Senators: The result just announced devolves 
upon me important responsibilities, and were it 


not for my intimate acquaintance and knowledge | 


of those with whom I am to be associated in their 


| discharge, | should hesitate about accepting. 
| Nine years’ service in this body, however, has 


in attempting to preside over your deliberations. 


| to the Constitution and the country, and a be- | 


familiarized me somewhat with its rules and 


It can be done 


I ask unanimous consent to | 
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| 
| 


| resentatives, that a quoruin of the Senate has assembjeq 






seaman — ~ ee ——— 


December 5, 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it wag 


Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the President 9 
the United States, and inform him that the Senat ; 


; > hay 
chosen the Hon. Jesse D. Bricut President pro tempore, 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was also 


Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Rep. 


that the Hon. Jesse D. Brieur has been chosen Presiden, 
of the Senate pro tempore, and that the Senate is ready to 
proceed to business, : 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH GENERAL WoOOor, 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following rego. 
lution; which was considered by unanimous cop. 


| sent, and agreed to: 


| requested, if not incompatible with the public interest, ; 





'| eration now. 








usages, and particularly with that spirit of kind- | 


ness and forbearance uniformly observed and | 
mpg by one member toward another, which, 


et me assure you, serves in no small degree to 
lessen the embarrassment | should otherwise feel 


In accepting this trust, Senators, permit me to 
say (that which I hope would have been taken for 
granted had I remained silent) that whatever 
ability I possess shall be employed in promoting 


the public interests by an impartial discharge of | 


the duties belonging to the appointment you have 
just conferred. Less than this would be infidelity 





trayal of that confidence you have so generously 
reposed in me. For this unsolicited manifesta- | 
tion of your friendship and regard, I offer you my 


Senate of the United States, and that that person |! grateful acknowledgments. 


ane eee ee men 


Resolved, That the President of the United States pe 


communicate to the Senate, copies of all instructions and 
correspondence between the diiferent departments of the 
Government, and Major General Wool commanding tie 
Pacific division of the Army, in regard to his operations 
on that coast. 


CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS, 
Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following resoly. 
tion: 
Resolved, That two chaplains to Congress, of different 


denominations, be chosen, one by each of the two Houses, 
to serve during the present session. 


Mr. PETTIT. That is already provided for, 


| By looking at the Journal, the Senator will see 


that last year a resolution of that kind was offered 
here, to provide for chaplains for that session, 
It went to the House, and, on the motion of a 
member from Indiana, it was amended in the 
House, so as to make it for the Congress, and 
that amendment was concurred in here, and the 
election was had under that resolution. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish barely to state, that 
I should have called this a concurrent resolution; 
but since there is a question raised about it by the 
honorable Senator, I shall not ask for its consid- 
I am informed, however, that it 
appears from the Jouviis! that the state of the case 


oe | is different from what the honorable Senator sup- 
Mr. Secretary, I must ask || 


poses. We can look at it Uy to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie 
over for one day, under the rules. 

Mr. SEWARD subsequently said: I am in- 


|| formed by the Clerk that the resolution was 


limited to the last session; I therefore ask the 
Senate to consider the resolution at this time. 

Objection being made, the resolution lies over 
one day. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 
tion: 

Resolved, That so much of the 35th rule of the Senate 
as relates to the appointment of the standing committees 
be suspended. 

I offer this with a view of presenting, subse- 
quently, a resolution that the standing committees, 
which were in existence at the close of the last 
session, be continued. 

‘The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I now present this resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the several standing committees, as exist- 
ing at the adjournment of the Senate on the 7th of August 
last, be reappointed, with the exception of such vacancies 
as may have been caused by the fact of any member of 
said committees having ceased to be a member of the Sen- 
ate, and that the President pro tempore be authorized to fill 
such vacancies. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. WELLER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to intreduce a bill to extend, for a lim- 
ited period, ‘* An act to ascertain and settle privat 
land claims in the State of California.” 

Mr. BROWN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introducea bill to extend the beneiits 
of the bounty land laws of the United States to 
Choctaws, and other Indians, who have hereto- 
fore served in the Army of the United States in 
time of war. 7 

Mr. PEARCE gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution providing 
for the appointment of two regents for the Smith- 
sonian Institution. Seb 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice of his In- 
tention to ask leave to introduce bills of the fol- 
lowing titles: 


I offer the following resolu- 
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A bill to continue the improvement of the Des 
atines and Rock river rapids, on the upper Mis- 
- and 
; \ | A to establish the office of surveyor general 
the Territory of Utah, and to grant lands to 
tual settlers. ag ; 
" Mr. CASS gave notice of his intention to ask 





leave to introduce a bill for making appropriations | 


for deepening the channel over the St. Clair flats; 
and also for deepening the channel in the St. 
Mary’s river, both being in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. BRODHEAD gave notice of his intention | 
to ask leave to introduce a bill establishing acom- | 
mission for the examination and adjustment of 
private claims. 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, offered the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the committees which were authorized | 
atthe last session of the Senate to appoint clerks be, and 
they hereby are, authorized to appoint clerks during the 
vesent session, Who shall receive the same per diem com- 
pensation as was paid to them at the Jast session. 

Mr. PETTIT. Let the Senator strike out 
“per diem.’’ I move tostrike it out. That will 
make the resolution read: ‘* The same compensa- | 
tion as was paid to them at the last session.’ I | 
hope the Senator from Lowa will accept that. | 

Mr. ADAMS. If I understand the proposition | 
of the Senator from Indiana, it would give these | 
| 





clerks for this session the same pay which they 
received last year for an eight months’ session. 

Mr. PETTIT. [certainly do not wish togive | 
them the same total pay fora short session which | 
they received for along one. Let the resolution | 
read: ** the sarne per diem and percentage.’’ That | 
will cover the difficulty. I offer that amendment. | 

Mr. CASS. Before I vote on the question I 
should like to know what the pay is. 

Mr. ADAMS. Six dollars a day, I think. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. It was four dollars. 

Mr. CASS. _That is the daily pay; but what | 
is the percentage? 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 

Mr. EVANS. 


Mr. STUART. If the words per diem be 
stricken out, as proposed by the Senator from In- 
diana, the resolution would clearly give theseclerks | 
the same amount of compensation which they re- 
ceived at the last session. That, I understand, is | 
the amendmént which the Senator from Indiana | 
proposes. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. He has modified his | 


@ 

Twenty per cent. 
I think the pay is five dollars a 
d 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


proposition so as to provide for giving them the || 


increased percentage allowed at the last session. | 
That is all. 

Mr. BROWN. I must object to the insertion | 
of the word *‘ percentage.’? It was allowed at | 
the last session for special reasons then assigned; | 
and, if the same reasons apply again, it can, and | 
no doubt will, be paid at this session. 1 should | 
much prefer not to see it provided for so early as | 
this. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. We should say nothing 
about percentage in this resolution, because a | 
committee was appointed at the last session on | 
whose recommendation, I believe, the per diem | 
pay of committee clerks was raised from four dol- | 
lars to six dollars. They receive six dollars, and 
no percentage. 

Mr. PETTIT. If the Senator will allow me | 
to correct him, I will do so. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Certainly. 

Mr. PETTIF. The per diem is fixed at five 
dollars, and a percentage of twenty per cent. was 
allowed on that, making six dollars altogether. 
That is the pay—five dollars daily, with twenty 
per cent. additional. 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I am opposed | 
to the resolution as it stands, though I do not pro- 
pose t» object to its immediate consideration. I 
think che appointment of clerks to committees has | 
grown to be a great abuse in the Senate, and needs 
réforn.ation. At the last session of the Senate, 
comm.ttee clerks were appointed under general | 
rule; clerks were allowed to all committees of six 
members. Under that provision, a clerk was | 
assigned to the committee of which you, Mr. | 
President, had the honor to be chairman, and I | 
had the honor to be a member. I have no doubt 
that, under ordinary circumstances, it is a very | 
useful committee, but [ think we had but one 
meeting during the whole of the last long session 
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of Congress. We paid fora clerk during eight 
months, and had but ong meeting of the commit- 
tee. I think a clerk was assigned to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. I amnotaware how many 
meetings that committee had, but I am quite con- 
fident it never made a report. 

Mr. PRATT. One report I recollect. 

Mr. CHASE. I was not aware of it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will correct the honorable Sen- 
ator. I was on that committee, and I can say 
that several reports were made, and some of them 
were very long ones. Besides, the clerk was em- 
ployed only for a part of the time, and not for the 
whole session. 

Mr. CHASE. I am very glad to hear that 
there was some care exercised in that respect. 
If, however, in that case the clerk to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture was appointed for only a lim- 
ited term, it was an exceptionalcase. Iam certain 
as to the other committee of which I spoke. 

Now, sir, it is perfectly right that there should 
be clerks for the most important committees of 
the Senate. It is quite important that there should 
be aclerk to the Committee.on Finance, for ex- 
ample. The Senatorfrom Virginia [Mr. Hunter] 
can answer for that. Whena chairman of a com- 
mittee states upon his personal responsibility that 
a clerk is necessary for his committee, I have no 
doubt the Senate will cheerfully award a clerk to 
that committee. So in the case of the Committee 
on Claims, of which I have also the honor to be 
amember. I have no doubt my friend, the chair- 
man of that committee, would be willing to state 
at once to the Senate that he believes a clerk to be 

| necessary to the business of the committee. It is 
only for these public considerations, in my judg- 
ment, that a clerk ought to be appointed. | shail 
| therefore vote against the resolution in its present | 
form. 
The PRESIDENT. The question iscn agree- | 
| ing to the resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. Does it include the amend- 
ment which was suggested in reference to per- | 
centage? 

| The PRESIDENT. The resolution is now 


exactly in the same words in which it was origin- 
7 a by the Senator from lowa. 
r. PETTIT. I moved to amend the resolu- 
tion—and | understood the mover to accept the 
| amendment—by adding after ‘* per diem compen- 
sation’’ the words “‘ and percentage.’’ It strikes 
| me that if we pay percentage at ail, the greater 
reason exists for paying it at the short session 
| when the committee clerks are employed for only | 
three months, and have to seek employment else- 
where during the rest of the year. If a percentage 
| is to be allowed on their salary, it ought to be at 
| the short in preference to the long session, if any 
| distinction be made. I did not think their pay at | 
| the long session was too much. 
| A few words more, sir. So far as the commit- | 
| tee of which | have the honor to be chairman is 
concerned, I can say—and I believe every member 


|| of that committee will bear evidence of the truth 


of the statement—that it would be almost a mat 
| ter of impossibility for us to get along without a 
| clerk. ‘The labors of that committee at the last 
| Session were immense, and very laborious. | 
| believe they made more written reports of bills 
than any other committee of this body. Many 
of them required lengthy and tedious investiga- 
tions; Senators could not get the time to attend to 
them, and we employed a clerk of ability and 
| fitness for the place. 
| Mr. JONES, of lowa. I accepted the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Indiana, under 
the impression that the pay of these officers was 
four dollars a day. I believe now that it is five 
| dollars per day, and the twenty per cent. addi- 
| tional would make it six dollars. Tothat I agree. 
I hope the Senate will pass the resolution as it 
| stands, and give the clerks five dollars a day, with 
twenty per cent. additional, which would make it 
six dollars. 


| 
| 


|| Mr. BROWN. With every disposition to vote | 


| for the resolution, I shall be constrained to vote 
against it with that amendment. It will be quite 
time enough to fix the question of percentage 
when the services shall have been performed, and 
we shall know more about their necessity. 

Mr. PETTIT. As there seems to be a differ- 
ence of opinion on the subject, | will withdraw 
my amendment. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 


I believe it 


5 


; n the practic : 
has been the practice in the ether House, and in 
the Senate, at the termination of each session of 
Congress, if these officers y 
well and faithfully to the satisfaction of each 
House, to adopt a resolution giving them some 
additional pay. 


BROWN. Certainly; that is the usual 


have done their duty 





course, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Like the 
Senator from Mississippi, | shall go in for the 
additional pay, which the Senator from Indiana 
desires, at the end of the session, provided these 
clerks do what they ought to do. Iam for the 
resolution as offered without amendment. I will 
not say that Iam for holding the additional com- 
pensation in terrorem over them, but | think we 
ought to hold it back and pay it to them at the 
end if they do right. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I accepted the amend- 
ment because I felt confident, as I do now, that 
the percentage will be added towards the end of 
the session if we do not now allow it. Sir, these 
clerks are at the disposal of the committees. 
They can be removed at any moment, and when- 
ever a clerk fails to do his duty, I have no doubt 
the committee to which he is attached will remove 
him. I know such will be the case in the com- 
mittee over which I have the honor to preside, 
(the Committee on Pensions,) the duties of which 
are very laborious. If our clerk does not do his 
duty he will be removed from office, and he 
knows it. 

hope we shall commence to pay these clerks 
their full compensation now, instead of making 
them wait until the end of the session for the per- 
centage. ‘The compensation allowed them is 
small. In this city, no man who has a family, 
(and [ have no doubt most of the clerks have 
families,) can support it fora year on the small 
pittance of six dollarsa day for only three months. 

A Senator. The amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Ido not allow it to be 
withdrawn; I accept it as part of my resolution. 

Mr. CHASE. I think the resolution might as 
well pass in its present shape, if it pass at all; 
for itis only making two bites of a cherry if we 
divide it. Our experience here shows perfectly 
well that whatever opposition may be oflered ort- 
ginally to these extra compensations, they are 
always allowed in the end, and it is almost useless 
to make any opposition to them whatever. I am 
opposed to the resolution itself on the ground 
which I stated. I think that the practice of allow- 
ing clerks to committees, except where the chair- 
man of a committee comes into the Senate, and, 
on his personal responsibility as such chairman, 
states that a clerk is necessary for his committee, 
is wrong, and inevitably leads to abuse. If, how- 
ever, we determine to continue the committee 
clerks generally, | think we might as well fix at 
the outset the amount of compensation which they 
are to receive. It is better and fairer. 

Mr. BROWN. I move to strike out the words 
‘*and percentage,’’ so as to leave these clerks five 
dollars a day. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I wish to make one 
remark in answer to the Senator from Ohio. If 
the members of the Committee on Pensions 
were faithfully to perform the laborious duties 
which they would have to perform if they bad no 
clerk, 1 do not believe they could attend to their 
duties here one half the time, for they would be 
necessarily compelled to occupy the time in the 
commitiee room drawing up reports, and doing 
the clerical duties which the clerk does for them. 
| hope the resolution will pass as 1 have offered it. 
lam in favor of allowing the committee clerks, 
as we have allowed the clerks in the Departments, 
additional compensation, particularly as the bus- 
iness of the committees has increased in late 
years. 

Mr. CHASE. The remark of the Senator from 
lowa does not answer the objection which | made. 
I concede that whenever the chairman of a com- 
mittee desires a clerk for the duties of his com- 
mittee, the Senate ought to appoint one; but this 
resolution proposes to continue all the clerks to 
the committees who had them at the Iast session; 
and I have shown to the Senate that, in one case 
at least, a clerk was appointed for a committee 
that met but once during the whole session. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I think that is wrong. 

Mr. BUTLER. I concur very much in the 
views taken by the honorable Senator from Ohio. 
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} think that every chairman should, upon his own 
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ships will be filled, and my friend from lowa 


responsibility, say to the Senate whether hc re- || knows they will be filled. 


quires a clerk or not; and upon his saying so | 
shall always concede aclerk to the committee of 
that Senator, As the Senator from Iowa has very 
well expressed it, [ know that, as regards some 
business before the committee of which | am 
chairman, I could not attend to it, without being 
absent from the Senate Chamber nearly the whole 
time; but there are other committees, I know, 
which do not require clerks, and therefore I can- 
not conscientiously confound and make them 
equal. 

Mr. FOOT. Imoveanamendment te the reso- 
lution, by inserting the word ‘* standing’’ before 
the word “‘committee,’’ so as to exclude special 
committees, many of which were authorized to 
appoint clerks at the last session of Congress, but 
which, during the present session, probably may | 
have no meetings. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
tion. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the question is on 
the amendment of the Senator from Mississippi 
to strike out the words ** and percentage.”’ 

Mr. STUART. I hope the Senator who of- 
fered the resolution will consent to put it in its 
original shape, with the exception of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I will do so because | 
that Senator and another distinguished Senator on 
my right have assured me that the law regulates 
this matter, and that it is unnecessary to say 
anything about compensation. I therefore modify 
the resolution by striking out the words ‘and | 
percentage.”’ 

Mr. EVANS. My recollection about the | 
matter, Mr. President, is that a committee was 
appointed last year for the purpose of regulating || 
the salaries of the officers of the Senate, and that 
committee reported that twenty per cent. should | 
be added to their salaries. The salary of the 
committee clerks was fixed at four dollars per 
diem, and twenty per cent. added to it made four 
dollars and eighty cents. When that proposition 
was before the Senate, the Senator from Indiana 
moved to increase their pay to five dollars a day, 
and it was agreed to. The resolution of the Sen- 
ate is that their pay sha!! be five dollars per diem, 
and twenty per cent. additional, making it six 
dollars. That is the law as it now stands. Such 
is my recollection. 

Mr. BROWN. 
has restored the resolution to its original shape, I, | 
of course, withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to know if the resolution 
as it now stands is confined to standing com- 
mittees? 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. It is. 

Mr. ADAMS. Very well. 

Mr. CHASE. But that does not reach the | 
objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think, sir, | am | 
just as willing to pay for services rendered by any | 
individual to this Government, as any man tn the 
Senate; but if the fact be as stated by the Senator 
from Ohio—and I believe it to be true—that a | 
clerk was paid for eight or nine months’ service, | 
without ever being present except at one meeting 
of a committee, and this resolution is calculated 
to centinue that clerkship, | cannot in justice to | 
my convictions of duty, vote for it. Is it not 
enough, Mr. President, that the chairman of one 
of your committees shall come in here and say 
that he wants aclerk? 1 will vote to give a clerk 
to any committee, upon the say-so of its chair- 
man. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. That is what we wish; 
such is the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No, sir; this reso- 
lution goes further than that, and says that all the 
standing committees which employed clerks at the 
last session shall be authorized to employ them 
this session. The honorable gentleman who pre- 
sides over our deliberations is the chairman of a | 
committee that has no use for a clerk, according 
to the statement made by the Senator from Ohio, 
and yet his committee is directed by this resolu- 
tion to appoint a clerk. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
thorized. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amounts to 
a direction in this country, where there are so 
many office-seekers. Every one of these clerk- 


I accept that modifica- 


Not directed, but au- | 





As the Senator from lowa || 


—— 


| 


Is it not enough, I repeat, sir, that we should 
allow a clerk when the chairman of an important 
committee states that one is necessary, in order to 


| expedite the business of the committee? Take 
| your Committee on Finance, your Committee on 


| Pensions, your Committee on the Judiciery— 
| when the chairman of either of those committees 


stands up in the Senate and says that his com- 
mittee needs a clerk, there is not a Senator here 
who would vote against allowing one. Is notthat 
sufficient? Is it not littleenough for them to come 


| to us and say they want additional assistance, and 


| let us vote it to them? 


To vote that every com- 


| mittee may appoint aclerk, whether he be needed 
| or not, is further than I am willing to go. 


I do not know that the Committee on Military 
Affairs, of which I am a member, will need a 
clerk at this session, though we had one at the 
last; but if we doneed one, our chairman will come 


| here and ask for him, and you will all vote for 


| the proposition; but pass this resolution, author- 





| a clerk. 


| been said in regard to this resolution. 





izing every committee to appoint a clerk, and 
they willbe apt to doit. Thisis a matter which 
the Senate can dispose of as they please, but I 


| cannot vote for the resolution as it stands, although | 


lam perfectly willing to vote a clerk to every 
committee whose chairman rises in the Senate, 
and on his responsibility says his committee needs 
If he says he wants two, | will give him 
two; but I will not give one where he is not needed. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iagree with what has just 
It seems 
to me that it is unnecessary to allow every stand- 
ing committee the privilege of appointing a clerk. 
A clerk is not necessary for all the committees; and 
it seems to me that it is but a proper precaution and 
conservative check, to require the chairman of 
each committee which needs a clerk to come in 
and ask the Senate for one. I believe there is no 
case in which the Senate would refuse the request, 
if the chairman should state that the appointment 
of a clerk was required by the committee, and 
necessary for a proper discharge of their duties. 
I think it would be far better to adopt that plan 
than to adopt a resolution to give a clerk to every 
standing committee. I know it would be a small 


abuse, but still it would be an abuse in the Senate | 


of the United States—a body to which the coun- 
try looks—and I think we had better correct it. 


I cannot, therefore, vote for a resolution as broad | 


as the one now before the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. I agree with what has been 
said by the Senator from Virginia; and, therefore, 
I move that the resolution lie upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 19, noes not 
counted. 


BURLINGTON MARINE HOSPITAL. 


Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire intothe expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the construction of a marine hospital at Bur- 
lington, Vermont. 


CINCINNATI MARINE HOSPITAL. 


_Mr. CHASE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Com merce be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
marine hospital at Cincinnati, Ohio. 


COMMITTEE ON THE PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the select committee on the subject of 
the Pacific railroad, appointed at the last session, be con- 
tinued during the present session, except where vacancies 


the President of the Senate have power to fill such vacan- 


cies. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg leave to offer the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be authorized 
to employ a clerk. 


Mr. President, I have said nothing about the 
compensation for the clerk, because it is fixed by 


chairman of the committee, it is quite necessary 
the resolution should be adopted. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- | 


have occurred by the retirement of any member, and that | 


the resolution of the last session; and I say, as | 
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The resolution was considered by unanimoy; 
consent, and agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, submitted the followin. | 
resolution; which was considered by unanimoy; 
consent, and agreed to: F 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be author. 
ized to employ a clerk, and pay said clerk the same y,, 
diem that was allowed to him at the last session. cs 

Mr. BUTLER. I have a resolution to offer o, 
the part of the Committee on the Judiciary; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be ay. 
thorized to appoint a clerk for the present session. 

Mr. PETTIT. I move toamend the resolution 
so as to give the same authority to the Committe 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WELLER. There are other committees 
which I suppose are in want of clerks, and which 
the Senate will award to them. The Committe 
on Foreign Relations need one, and I therefore 
move to amend the amendment by inserting tha; 
committee. I hope my friend from Indiana yi 
accept it. 

Mr. DODGE, cf Iowa. I move to insert the 
Committee on Public Lands also. 

Mr. JAMES. I make the same motion jy 
reference to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Secretary 
will read the resolution as it would stand if go 
modified. 

lt was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committees on the Judiciary, Private 
Land Claims, Foreign Relations, Public Lands, and Patents 


and the Patent Office, be severally authorized to appoint 
clerks for the present session. 


Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that we had 

| better take the question separately on each propo- 

sition, or we shall certainly fall into the same diff- 

culty that we had in regard to the general resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. BUTLER. I think so too. 

The PRESIDENT. The question will be first 
on the resolution in régard to the Committee ou 
the Judiciary. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT submitted the following resolu- 
tien; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be authorized to employ a clerk for the present session. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resoive1, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
authorized to employ a clerk for the present session. 


Mr. JAMES. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office be authorized to empluy a clerk for the: present ses- 
|| sion. 


|| Mr. CLAY. I should like to know the neces- 
sity which exists for the employment of a clerk 
for that committee. 1 confess that | do not know 
the extent of the duties of the committee; but, 
judging from the number of reports which it made 
at the last session, I should not suppose that it 
needed aclerk, Unless, therefore, I can be assured 
| that there is a necessity for one, I cannot vote for 
|| the resolution. ; 
Mr. JAMES. I state to Senators that there is 
|| an actual necessity for the employment of a clerk 
|| by this committee. As chairman of the commit- 
|| tee, it is presumed that I understand what its re- 
|| quirements are, and I consider that we cannot do 
| its business without a clerk. For that reason | 
have offered the resolution. 
|| The resolution was agreed to. 


| Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- 
|| tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
| and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be author- 
|| ized to employ a clerk for the present session. 

| Mr. HUNTER submitted the following resolu- 
_ tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
_ and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be authorized 
|| to employ a clerk for the present session. 


| Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted the following 
| resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
|, consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be al- 


| 





| lowed to employ a clerk for the present session. 


| 
‘| Mr. EVANS submitted the following resolu- 
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tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be authorized to appoint a clerk during the present session. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Reuben 
Wood, praying compensation for the time he 
acted as diplomatic agent of the United States in 
Chili, under an appointment by Balie Peyton, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, the petition of Alexander F. Branard, 
pilot of the United States steamer Michigan, 
praying to be allowed pay for a whole year, 
instead of for the time actually employed; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROCKWELL presented the petition of S. 
Gregory and others, clerks in the navy-yard at 
Boston, praying to be placed on an equal footing, 
as regards their salaries, with the clerks of the 
navy-yerd at Washington; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Au- 
gustus Ford, of the United States Navy, praying 
compensation for a chart of Lake Ontario, pre- 
pared by him in the war of 1812, for the use of 
the squadron therein, before his entrance into the 
public service; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, documents in relation to the claim of 
Jacob Kerr, to compensation for military bounty 
land warrants alleged to have been lost by the 
fraud or misconduct of Government agents; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. ADAMS, 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Miraury, 


TheJournalof yesterday was read and approved. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER announced the following as 
the standing committees, appointed under the 
order of the House of yesterday: 

Commitiee of Elections —Messrs. Richard H. 
Stanton of Ky., James Gamble of Pa., James L. 
Seward of Ga., Orsamus B. Matteson of N. Y., 
Nathan T. Stratton of N. J., Edward Dickinson 
of Mass., George Bliss of Ohio, Samuel Clark of 
Mich.,and Thomas M. Bristow of Ky. 

Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs. George 


Prayer 


{ Se 
| Orr of S. C., Benjamin C. Eastman of Wis., 
\| Galusha A. Grow of Pa., Edward Ball of Ohio, 
| Augustus E. Maxwell of Fla., Daniel B. Wright 
Tuespay, December 5, 1854. || 


| Committee on the Judiciary.—Messrs. Frederick 
P. Stanton of Tenn., John S. Caskie of Va., 
James Meacham of Vt., Origen S. Seymour of 
Conn., Samuel W. Parker of Ind., Hendrick B. 
Wright of Pa., John Kerr of N. C., Francis B. 
Cutung of N. Y., and Henry May of Md. 

Committee on Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. R. 
W. Peckham of N. Y., Augustus Drum of Pa., 
Moses B. Corwin of Ohio, John M. Elliott of Ky., 
Jacob Shower of Md., Sion H. Rogers of N. C., 
Samuel L. Crocker of Mass., Norman Eddy of 
Ind., and James C. Allen of Ill. 

Committee on Public Expenditures.—Messrs. 

| William H. Kuriz of Pa., George Hastings of N. 
Y., Alex. C. M. Pennington of N. J., Preston S. 
Brooks of S. C., James C. Allen of Ill., Robert 
M. Bugg of Tenn., David Stuart of Mich., John 
Z. Goodrich of Mass., and Alexander De Witt 
of Mass. 

Committee on Private Land Claizns.—Messrs. 
Junius Hillyer of Ga., James H. Lane of Ind., 
James Abercrombie of Ala., P. H. Bell of Texas, 
Samuel A. Smith of Tenn., Roland Jones of La., 

| Charles Hughes of N. Y., Matthias H. Nichols 

| of Ohio, and Theodoric R. Westbrook of N. Y. 

Committee on Manufactures.—Messrs. John 
McNair of Pa., Thomas Davis of R. I., John R. 

| Franklin of Md., Hiram Walbridge of N. Y., 
George W. Kittredge of N. H., Samuel Mayall 
of Me., Ellihu B. Washburne of ill., James F. 
Dowdell of Ala., and Caleb Lyon of N. Y. 

Committee on. Agriculture.—Messrs. John L. 
Dawson of Pa., Fe yetteMcMullin of Va., Willis 
Allen of lil., R. C. Puryear of N. C., W. D. 
Lindsley of Ohio, Samuel Clark of Mich., Wil- 
liam Murray of N. Y., John P. Cook of Iowa, 
and Samuel Lilly of N. J. 

Commitiee on Indian .2Jairs.—Messrs. James L. 


of Miss., Alfred B. Greenwood of Ark., Benjamia 
Pringle of N. Y., and Milton S. Latham of Cal. 

Committee on Military Affairs.—Messrs. William 
H. Bissell of Ill., Thomas H. Benton of Mo., 
Charles J. Faulkner of Va., Thomas M. Howe 
of Pa., William R. Smith of Ala., Nathaniel. P. 
Banks, jr., of Mass., J. A. McDougall of Cal., 
Emerson Etheridge of ‘Tenn., and Theodore G. 


| Hunt of La. 


Committee on the Militia.—Messrs. Elijah W. 
Chastain of Ga., Jared V. Peck of N. Y., William 
Everhart of Pa., Zedekiah Kidwellof Va., William 

| R. Sapp of Ohio, Samuel P. Benson of Me., John 
B. Macy of Wis., Edward Wade of Ohio, and 
James Maurice of N. Y. 

Committee on Naval .2ffairs.—Messrs. Thomas 

S. Bocock of Va., Moses Macdonald of Me., 


8. Houston of Ala., George W. Jones of Tenn., || George W. Chase of N. Y., William S. Ashe of 
Harry Hibbard of N. H., Alexander H. Ste- || N.C., T. B. Florence of Pa., F. K. Zollicoffer af 


phens of Ga., John S. Phelps of Mo., William 
Appleton of Mass., John C. Breckinridge of Ky., 
Solomon G. Haven of N. Y., and John Robbins, 
ir., of Pa. 

Committee of Claims.—Messrs. Alfred P. Edger- 
ton of Ohio, John Letcher of Va., Joshua R. Gid- 
dings of Ohio, Carlton B. Curtis of Pa., Daniel 
Mace of Ind., John G. Miller of Mo., Thomas 
Ruffin of N. C., Charles Ready of Tenn., and 
William W. Boyce of S. C. 

Committee on Commerce.—Messrs. Thomas J. 
D. Fuller of Me., John S. Millson of Va., John 
Wentworth of lil., Tappan Wentworth of Mass., 
William Aiken of 8S. C., Aaron Harlan of Ohio, 
George W. Morrison of N. H., William Dunbar 
of La., and Reuben E. Fenton of N. Y. 

Committee on Public Lands.—Messrs. David T. 
Disney of Ohio, W. R. W. Cobb of Ala., Henry 
Bennett of N. Y., Bernhart Henn of Iowa, Mil- 
ton S. Latham of Cal., Isaac E. Hiester of Pa., 
Hestor L. Stevens of Mich., Samuel Caruthers of 
Mo., and Edward A. Warren of Ark. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.— 
Messrs. Edson B. Olds of Ohio, Paulus Powell of 
Va., C. W. Upham of Mass., D. T. Jones of N. 
Y., W. P. Harris of Miss., Asa Packer of Pa., 
Jesse O. Norton of Ill., J. A. McDougall of Cal., 
and Joshua Vansant of Md. 


Committee for the District of Columbia.—Messrs. | 


William T. Hamilton of Md., William O. Goode 
of Va., Richard Yates of Ill., John G. Davis of 
Ind., David A. Noble of Mich., John Dick of Pa., 
William S. Barry of Miss., William Cullom of 
Tenn., and John J. Taylor of N. Y. 





| Tenn., Charles Skelton of N.J., A. H. Colquitt 
of Ga., and Augustus R. Sollers of Md. 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.— 
| Messrs. Burton Craige of N. C., Nathan Belcher 
of Conn., John L. Taylor of Ohio, Lawrence M. 
| Keitt of S. C., and Ebenezer M. Chamberlain of 
Ind. 
| Committee on Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Thomas 
| H. Bayly of Va., Sampson W. Harris of Ala., 
Joseph R. Chandler of Pa., Colin M. Ingersoll 
of Conn., Thomas L. Clingman of N. C., Wil- 
son Shannon of Ohio, William Preston of Ky., 
John Perkins, jr, of La., and John J. Taylor of 
me ¥ 

Committee on the Territories. —Messrs. W illiam 
A. Richardson of Ill., John McQueen of S. C., 
John L. Taylor of Ohio, D. J. Bailey of Ga., 
Geo. W. Smyth of Texas, E. Wilder Farley of 
Me., Wm. H. English of Ind., Philip Phillips 
of Ala., and A. W. Lamb, of Mo. 

Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. 
William M. Churchwell of Tenn., Henry A. Ed- 
mundson of Va., Israel Washburn, jr., of Me., 
Peter Rowe of N. Y., Ner Middleswarth of Pa., 

| Andrew Ellison of Ohio, James J. Lindley of Mo., 

| Smith Miller of Ind., and Thomas T. Flagler of 

N. Y. 

|| Committee on Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Thomas 
A. Hendricks of Ind., Christian M. Straub of Pa., 
Russell Sage of N. Y., George Vail of N. J., 

| James S. Chrisman of Ky., Andrew Stuart of 

| Ohio, W. B. W. Dent of Ga., J. Wiley Edmands 

|| of Mass., and William M. Tweed of N. Y. 


‘| Committee on Roads and Canals.—Messars. Cyrus 
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L. Dunham of Ind., George Read Riddle of Del., 
Lewis D. Campbell of Ohio, J. T. Pratt of Conn., 
William A. Walker of N. = David Ritchie of 
Pa., Henry M. Shaw of N. C., Leander M. 
Cox of Ky., and William Barksdale of Miss. 

Commiitee on Patents.—Messrs. Benjamin B. 
Thurston of R. I., Samuel A. Bridges of Pa., An- 
drew Tracy of Vt., Bishop Perkins of N. Y., 
and Clement S. Hillof Ky. 

Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.— 
Messrs. W.R. W. Cobb of Ala., John McNair of 
Pa., John MeCulloch of Pa., Andrew Stuart of 
Ohio, and Alvah Sabin of Vt. 

Commitiee on Accounts.—Messrs. Carlton B. 
Curtis of Pa., Andrew Oliver of N. Y., Edwin B. 
Morgan of N. Y., Thomas Ritchey of Ohio, and 
Otho R. Singleton of Miss. a 

Committee on Mileage. —Messrs. Andrew J. Har- 
lan of Ind., William H. Witte of Pa., David A. 

Reese of Ga., Harvey H. Johnson of Ohio, and 
James Knox of Ill. 

Committee on Engravigg.—Messrs. George Read 
Riddle of Del., Mike Walsh of N. Y., and George 
A. Simmons of N. Y. 

Committee on the Library.—Mesars. Joseph R. 
Chandler of Pa., Thomas H. Benton of Mo., and 
Charles J. Faulkner of Va. 

Joint Committee on Printing. —Mesers. William 
Murray of N. Y., Richard H. Stanton of Ky., 
and Samuel L. Russell of Pa. 

Committee on Enrolled Bills. —Messrs. Frederick 
W . Green of Ohio, Alexander De Witt of Mass., 
and Bernhart Henn of lowa. 

Committee on Expenditures in the State Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Danie! Wells, jr., of Wis., George 
Vail of N. J., Samuel L. Crocker of Mass., Sam- 
uel A. Smith of Tenn., and Thomas T. Flagler 
or N.Y. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury De- 
partment.—Messrs. David Stuart of Mich., ‘Thos. 
W. Cumming of N. Y., Mordecai Oliver of Mo., 
Michael C. Trout of Pa., and Edward Wade of 
Ohio. 

Committee on Expenditures in the War Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. George W. Kittredge of N. H., 
John Wheeler of N. Y., Ner Middleswarth of 
Pa., Davis Carpenter of N. Y., and Ellihu B. 
Washburne of Ill. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Navy De- 
partment.—Messrs. Fayette McMullin of Va., 
Thomas Ritchey of Ohio, C. W. Upham of Mass., 
James I’. Dowdell of ‘Ala., and A. C. M. Pen- 
nington of N. J. 

Commiiltee on Expenditures in the Post Office 
Department.—Messra. Samuel Lilly of N. *., 
Smith Miller of Ind., Samuel P. Benson of Me., 
James L. Seward of Ga., and James Abercrombie 
of Ala 

Commitiee on Expenditures on the Public Build- 
ings.—Messrs. Henry A. Edmundson of Va., 
Mike Walsh of N. Y., Alvah Sabin of Vt., 
Michael C. Trout of Pa., and Thomas W.Cum- 
ming of N. Y. - 

AMENDING THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I rise to a privileged 
question. 1 find from the reading of the Journal, 
that my name does not appear on the list of yeas 
and nays taken on the resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Sotiers] yester- 
day—the resolution calling for information on the 
subject of the conference of American ministers at 
Ostend. I voted in the affirmative, and desire that 
my vote be so recorded. 

There being no objection, and the result of the 
question not being affected, the alteration was 
ordered to be made. 


MESSAGE ON THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which my 
motion to print extra copies of the President's 
veto message of the river and harbor improvement 
bill, received last session, was adopted, with a view 
to withdraw that motion. I understand that 
another message—more extended—is coring in 
on that subject; and of course, it is not neenney 
to print extra copies of the one in regard to which 
my motion to print was made. 

The motion to reconsider was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now withdraw the motion 
to print. 

REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
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annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
the state of the finances. 


On motion by Mr. CLINGMAN, the reading | 
of the communication was dispensed with, and | 


the report was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES TO UTAH. 


Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent of | 


the House, introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of refunding to | 


the Territory of Utah the expenses incurred by said Ter 
ritory in suppressing Indian hostilities in the year 1853; 
and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


There being no objection, the question was put; 


and the resolution was adopted. 


COLT PATENT INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
ing resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee raised by the resolution 


Il desire to offer the follow- 


adopted by the House of Representatives, on the 10th of | 
January last, be continued, and charged with the same | 


powers and duties as at the last session of Congress. 
Several! Mempers. What committee is it? 
Mr. LETCHER. It is the committee on the 
Colt patent case. 
The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. LETCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


THE CALIFORNIA LAND COMMISSION. 


Mr. LATHAM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, entitled ** An act to continue in force for a 
i 


mited time the provisions of the act of Congress | 


of 5th March, 1851, and the second section of its 
supplement of 18th January, 1854, so as to enable 


the board of land commissioners in California to |) 


close their adjudications of private land titles in 


that State, and for other purposes;’’ which was | 


read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


THE TEXAN BOUNDARY ACT. 


Mr. SMYTH, of Texas, on leave, introduced 
a bill supplemental to an act entitled ‘* An act pro- 


posing to the State of Texas the establishment of | 
a northern and western boundary; the relinquish- || 
ment, by the State, of all territory claimed by her | 


exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims 


on the United States, and the establishment of a | 
ap- | 


territorial government for New Mexico,”’ 
proved September 9, 1850; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE BAY. 


Mr. PHILLIPS, on leave, introduced a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, making a 
further appropriation for continuing the improve- 
ment of Mobile bay; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. ENGLISH. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution of 
inquiry: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
that no patent issue for land entered into under the act of 
jast session *‘ to graduate and reduce the price of the public 
lands ’’ to actual settlers and cultivators, except on satis- 
factory proof that said land has been in the actual posses- 


sion and cultivation of the person applying for such patent, | 
for a period of three years, beginning within sixty days from | 
the date of entry, or that such person has been in the ac- | 
tual possession or cultivation of an adjoining farm or plan- | 


tation for the same period. 


The question was taken, and the resolution was 
adopied. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I desire to give notice to 
the House that when the substitute which was 
offered yesterday by the gentleman ffom Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Dawson,] in lieu of the Senate 
bill for the disposition of the public lands by set- 
tlement, comes up for the consideration of the 
House, I will offer an amendment to it. If the 
House will grant its consent, I desire to have the 
amendment printed. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


Mr. COBB. 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 











I ask the unanimous consent of 
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notice has been given. 
of a bill that was passed at the last session. 

The bill was then read the first and second time 
by its title, as follows, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, viz.: 

A bill to amend an act approved the 4th of 
August, 1854, entitled an act to graduate and 
reduce the price of public lands to actual settlers 

| and cultivators. 
HARBOR AT REEDY ISLAND. 


Mr. CHANDLER, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a bill ‘* making appropriations 
for completing the shelter or harbor at Reedy 
Island in the river Delaware;’’ which was read 
| the first and second time by its title, and referred 

to the Committee on Commerce. 
| Mr.SOLLERS. I desire to say that upon the 
| proper occasion I[ will introduce the resolution 
| which I offered yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution referred to 
by the gentleman will not come up under the 
rules, until all the States shall have been called— 
| the other States not having had their turn. 

Mr. ROGERS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce the following resolution, 
and upon it I demand the previous question: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not inconsistent with the public interest, tocom- 
municate, at his earliest convenience, to this House all the 
correspondence between this Government and our Minis- 


ter at the Spanish court in relation to the Lopez expedition, 
and the persons engaged therein, 


The SPEAKER. The resolution will lie over 
under the rules, unless by the unanimous consent 


| of the House. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. 


1 offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ee it | demand the previous question. 
The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Meiuns be 
instructed to report a bill reducing the duties on railroad 
iron or allowing a credit thereon. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The rule referred to by the 
Chair does not apply to this resolution, as it is 
not a resolution calling for information from any 
of the Departments. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution upon the table. 
| Mr. PHILLIPS. Upon that question, I call 

for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken, and there were— 
| yeas 97, nays 71; as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, DavidJ. Bailey, Barry, Belch- 
er, Bennett, Breckinridge, Bridges, Campbeil, Carpenter, 
| Caruthers, Chandler, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Dawson, 
| Dick, Dickinson, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, 
Farley, Fauikner, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, 
Gamble, Goodrich, Goodwin ,Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Aaron 
| Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill- 
yer, Houston, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. 
| Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kittredge, 
| Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, McCulloch, Macdonald, Matteson, 
| Meacham, Middleswarth, Morgan, Murray, Peck, Pen- 
| nington, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, Pringle, Riddle, 
David Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, George 
W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Straub, John J. 
| Taylor, John L. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, 
Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walker, Walley, Israel 
Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, and 
| Hendrick B. Wright—97. ° 
| NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 
Barksdale, Bliss, Bocock, Boyee, Caskie, Chastain, Chris- 
| man, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Cullom, 
Jobn G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dowdell, Dunbar, East- 
man, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ellison, English, Fenton, 
Goode, Green, Greenwood, Harrison, Hastings, Henn, Hill, 
Kerr, Knox, Latham, Lewis, Lindley, Lindsley, McMul- 
lin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, Millson, Noble, Olds, 
Mordeeai Oliver, Orr, Parker, John Perkins, Phillips, 
Ready, Richardson, Rogers, Ruffin, Shaw, Singleton, Wil- 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Walbridge, Warren, Ellihu B. Washburne, John 
Wentworth, Westbrook, and Zollicoffer—71. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was laid upon the 


table, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
| the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DISNEY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the clerks authorized to be employed by 
| the standing committees at the last session be continued 
| during the present session. 





} 
It is a slight modification || 


I move to lay the | 





December §, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. As perhaps this j, the 
most favorable time I shall get, I desire to mab. 
_ a proposition to give the Committee on Territories 
| a clerk for a part of this session. 

Mr. HAMILTON. | propose to debate ;), 
| resolution. Ce 
| TheSPEAKER. Under the rule, the regojy. 
| tion must then go over. : 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. GREY. I wish to give notice that yj. 
morrow, or some subsequent day, 1 shall ask |eay, 
| to introduce a bill providing for a grant of lands 
_ to aid in the construction of a railroad from somes 

point upon the Rio Grande near El Passo throvo) 
to the Pacific ocean. P 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. I desire to giy. 
notice that to-morrow, or some subsequent day, | 
shall ask leave introduce a bill for the modification 
or repeal of the naturalization laws. 


MILEAGE. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 1 desire to give notice thy 
| unless the Committee on Mileage shall not renor: 
very soon upon the bill which was referred to tha 
‘committee in relation to the equalization of the 
pay or mileage of members of Congress, I shall in. 
troduce a new bill in relation to that subject 


NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SCHO‘t 





| 
} 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of lilinois, offere. the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture inquire 

| into the expediency of establishing a National Agricultural 


| School, upon the same principle with the National Naval 
and Military Schools, to have one scholar, educated at the 
public expense, from each congressional district, and to be 
established in connection with the Smithsonian Institution, 
so as the better to carry out the object of its founder. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I propose to debate that 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will then go 
over, under the rule. 


MILITARY ROADS TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. RICHARDSON gave notice that to-mor- 
row, or on some future day, he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the construction of a military 

| road through the Territories of Kansas.and Wash- 
|| ington; 

Also, a bill for the construction of a military 
road through the Territories of Kansas, Utah, 
and Oregon; 

Also, a bill for the construction of a military 
road through the Territories of Kansas and New 

| Mexico. 
MILITARY ROAD IN NEBRASKA AND IOWA. 


Mr. HENN offered the following resolution; 
which was read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
| military road from Council Bluffs, lowa, to New ‘ork 
Kearney, in the Territory of Nebraska. 


On motion by Mr. LANCASTER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole on !. 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of a bill entitled “ A bill for the construction of military 
roads in the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,”’ and that 
the same be referred to the Committee on Territories. 


On motion by Mr. HAVEN, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petition and papers of Roswell W. 
Haskins, for the purpose of reference in the Senate. 


COMMITTEE ON SMITHSONIAN FUND. 


Mr. CHANDLER offered the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the special committee to whom, 2! the 
| last session of Congress, was referred the subject of the \i- 
| vestment of the funds of the Smithsonian Lnstitution, be 
| continued With its powers and duties. 


The SPEAKER. With the permission of the 
House, the Chair would remark that all the select 
committees appointed at the last session expired, 
as a matter of course, with the last session. I! 
| not objected to, a general order will be entered to 
' continue those committees which did not report 
in full at the last session. 

Mr. ROWE. I object. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question will then be 
| upon the resolution offered by the gentleman from 
|| Pennsylvania. ' 
| The question was taken; and the resolution 
|| was agreed ‘to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
| A message was here received from the Senate, 





> state 
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to 
rt 


.of Europe. 


1854. 


,<pury Drextns, Esq., their Secretary, in- ) 
, the House that the Senate had elected the | 


y 


ri.n. Jessé D. Bricur as President pro tempore 
at body. 


IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN PAUPERS. 


Vir. SOLLERS gave notice that to-morrow, or 
ne future day, he should ask leave to intro- 

bill to prevent the importation of passenger | 

ners and convicts to the United States, and to 

.2 the revenues of the United States; 

\lso, a bill to prevent the enlistment of persons | 
freien birth in the Navy and Army of the 

[Tnited States. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to re- 
vind the House that, notice of intention to ask 
eave to introduce bills may be sent to the Clerk’s 
desk, and will be entered by him. It would be 
more convenient to hand the notice to the Clerk, | 

| it would save the time of the House. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I would inquire of the 
Chair if Maryland is now being called for resolu- 


ant 


tions: } 
TheSPEAKER. Itis. 
AMERICAN MINISTERS AT OSTEND. 


Mr.SOLLERS. Is this the proper time to call 
up the resolution I offered yesterday ? 

‘The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr.SOLLERS. [ask that the resolution may 
be read. 

The resolution was reported, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States inform 
this House, if not incompatible with the public interest, 
what was the object or objects of the meeting or conference 
of the American ministers at Ostend, and whether the said 
meeting or conference was in obedience to instructions of 
the Secretary of State; what the said instructions were, 
and what was the result of the said meeting or conference. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I wish it to be distinctly un- 
derstood that, in offering the resolution, I had not 
the slightest desire, upon the face of the earth, to 
find any fault with the Administration, or with 
these foreign ministers abroad, who met in solemn 
conclave atOstend. {twill be time enough for me 
to find fault with their action when I know what | 
that action is. If I ever felt any disposition to 
strikea blow at this Administration, surely it was 
not at the moment of its weakness. In the ring, 
it is a point of honor not to strike a fallen foe; 
and, although I do not love this Administration, I 
do most sincerely pity it; and if I do not admire 
it, | have compassion for it. If [ cannot help it, 
God knows I shall not kick it. 

In offering the resolution I had not the slichtest 
design of finding fault with what these gentlemen 
have done, in meeting at Ostend, or with what 
they have recommended to the President. 1 have 
presented the resolution, I confess, in order to 
satisfy the curiosity which is almost general, from 
one end of the country to the other, to ascertain 
the precise purpose for which these gentlemen did 
meet at Ostend. 

It will be conceded on all hands that the move- 
ment is a most unprecedented one. From the 
foundation of this Government to the present time, 
with this single exception, no such meeting of | 
American ministers has taken place in any part 
And, Mr. Speaker, when we con- 
sider the peculiar character of him whom it is 
said is at the bottom of this matter; when it is 
known that our Minister at Madrid is understood 
to be the person who cailed this conference, just 
and well-founded suspicions may exist in the 
minds of the people of the United States in regard | 
not only to the practice, but the dangerous char- 
acter of that conference. I myself do not aver 
that it was dangerous. I do not say that it will 
poentien the people, or the Government of the 

nited States; but | denounce it as unprecedented. 
[thas, and can have only one tendency, if left | 
unexplained; and that is to create against us the 
bad feeling and distrust of every foreign Govern- || 
ment to whom we have sent an accredited minis- 
ter. There is not a man within the sound of my 
voice who does not know that this meeting is 
uaprecedented in American history, and who will 
hotagree with me that, unless some action be 
laken by us, we may be justly charged with a dis- 
position to aggrandize by making aggressions on 
foreign territory. It may be well thought that this 
movement has for its object some new aggression, 
some new filibuster movement calculated to bring 
about discord and war between foreign Govern- || 
ments and ourown. I hope and trust that such || 











_not help thinking that it is premature. 


| the United States abroad. 


| premature. 


may not be the object for which these gentlemen 
met in solemn conclave at Ostend. I hope that 
they met out of some good, pure, and patriotic 
motive. But at all events give us light. Let us 
know what was the object. 

Now, will the friends of the Administration 
withhold trom the people of the United States the 


|| information in respect to this matter which they 


have the right to, and which they do demand? 
The day of secret diplomacy has gone by. It is 


not in accordance with the character of the Ameri- | 


can Government. The people of the United States 
demand to know what has been done by those to 
whom they have confided the authority of repre- 
senting them abroad. And I ask now that the 
President of the United States shall cause to be 
communicated to this House the object for which 
these gentlemen met at Ostend, and what they did 
when assembled. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
regret very much that my friend from Maryland 
has introduced the resolution now before the 
House at so early a period of the session. I can- 
I differ 
entirely with the gentleman in saying that there 
was anything to alarm the country in this meet- 
ing of our ministers at Ostend, if, indeed, any 
such meeting actually took place. On the con- 
trary, sir, considering the condition of affairs in 
Europe, the unsettled condition of the foreign re- 
lations of every nation upon the face of the earth, 
I believe, to be general in the expression of my 
Opinion, that there is not one which is not disturbed 
in its foreign affairs, and prosperous and successfu! 


| as we have been in this respect, still our foreign 


horizon is not entirely cloudless. 

The gentleman from Maryland said that the 
meeting of these ministers at Ostend, if, indeed, 
such a meeting has actually taken place, is unpre- 
cedented. I think, although the gentleman may 
be technically right in his remark, that he is not 
so in the spirit of the intercourse which has here- 
tofore taken place between the representatives of 
It has not at all been 
unusual for them to confer with each other—I mean 
by actual visits one to the other; and so far from 
its being unusual for them to confer with each 


other by writing, it is a part of their instructions 


to doso. ‘They are required to keep each other 
constantly informed of what is going on at the 
respective courts to which they are accredited. 
And if they are required, in written communica- 
tions, to keep themselves informed as to what is 
going on at the respective courts where they are, 
what impropriety can there be, in place of that 
sort of information which written communications 


| would give, that they should meet at some con- 


venient spot and talk matters over, to compare 
views, and to do so with that freedom which is 
more easily indulged in conversation than in offi- 
cial communications? 

My opinion, sir, is that the resolution is pre- 
mature. [am not prepared to say whether it isa 
resolution that this House could safely pass, or 
not; but I do say that the character of the mes- 
sage of the President, which was sent yesterday 
to the two Elouses of Congress, ought to disarm 
the gentleman of any distrust as to the conserva- 
tism in respect to our foreign affairs. I think that 
message 1s eminently conservative. I admire it, 
because, being conservative myself in respect to 
our foreign relations, | am glad to find that I shall 
be able to cordially coéperate with the President 
in the views which he has expressed. 

I did not hear the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
announced. Ido not know, even, that | am chair- 
man of it. 1 suppose, however, that it is some- 


|| what of the composition that it was at the last 


session. If so, I think they gave to the House 
evidence that they are conservative; at any rate, 
| hope my friend will have no objection to trust 
that committee with that resolution; and I move 


| that it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
| fairs. 


At the call of several gentlemen, the resolution 


| was again read. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Mr. Speak- 


| er, when the resolution was introduced yesterday, 


I voted against it for the reason that I deemed it 


sage from the President, which I supposed would 
give a full and fair exposé of our relations with 
foreign Governments. 


Now, with the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 


-emigration from this country. 
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Bayry,) | heartily indorse that message. It is 
from a President for whom I voted. Looking to 
the foreign policy set forth in it, 1 congratulate 
myself in having voted for Franklin Pierce. The 
message Is @ conservative one, and which Whigs 
ought to approveof. lam glad to know that it 
is generally approved of by the Democratic party. 

Mr. Speaker, it only remains for Democrats to 
act up to their professions. The President has 
made his proposition. We acknowledge its cor- 
rectness, and consequently ought to sustain him 
Were the presidential election to come off to-mor- 
row, notwithstanding the many isms prevatiing in 
our midst, he, in my judgment, would be defeated 
who proposed that we should pursue any other 
than the foreign policy set forth m the message of 
yesterday. 

Now, we hear certain reports in relation to our 
men abroad; we see certain documents from our 
men abroad; we hear of their writing addresses to 
foreign Governments, telling them what they 
should do and what they should notdo. Now, 
sir, | do not know whether these documents are 
true or false. It may be that they are forgeries. 
I hope for the credit of the Government that thev 
are forgeries. It is the duty of the President of 
the United States to inquire whether they are or 
not. i presume he has inquired, and from the 
fact that he has not dismissed these men, and from 
the fact that he has sent to us the documents just 
transmitted, | have no doubt that they are all 
forgeries. 1 have no doubt that they are all false 
—false as the credit of the Government requires 
that they should be. 

Now, sir, | represent a constituency that is 
madeup more or lessof foreign population. They 
have occasion very frequently to visit their homes 
abroad, and it 1s for their interest when they go 
there—-it is for their interest that we should have 
men at the head of our foreign diplomacy who 
take no direct interest in foreien Governments— 
who are engaged in no intrigues to upset those 
Governments. Itis important that weshould have 
men who are doing all they can to elevate the 
character and strengthen our own Government 
abroad. I wishto have it in my power to tell my 
constituents, when they want passports to go 
abroad, that those passports will protect them. 
W hen they get into trouble abroad, and anpeal to 
our ministers there, we should have such ministers 
as are sagacious, judicious, and prudent men, 
men who can have an influence at the courts to 
which they are sent, and who can protect our 
citizens when they are in trouble. At the same 
time | would caution my constituents when they 
go abroad, to mind their own business and to let 
foreign Governments and foreign affairs alone. 

But I am sorry to see—I do not know why it 
is—that there is a sort of timidity in reference to 
1 Men are afraid; 
they are afraid of danger somewhere. | know 
not the cause of it. | hope it is ungrounded. But 
considering the state of prosperity in which this 
country now is, | do think that we ought to try, 
with all the energies in our power, to maintain 
pacific relations with all the nations in the world, 
while, at the same time, we guard all our rights 
with jealous care. 

But, under the circumstances, Mr. Speaker, I 
am not for agitating this matter at this early day 
in the session. { hope, when our diplomats 
abroad see the message of the President of the 
United States, if they differ frcm him in his views, 
they will come right home, attend to the affairs of 
this Government, and let foreign Governments 
alone. If they agree with the President in his 
views, I hope they will try to strengthen them- 
selves with the Governments to which they are 
sent, and do all they can to preserve honorable 
and pacific relations between those Governments 
and our own. 

But as the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bar- 
Ly} says that his committee is eminently con- 
servative in its character, and as 1 know, that if 
we do get into trouble with any foreign Govern- 
ment the blow will strike Old Virginia t-efore it 
will the country which | represent, I shall vote 


' for his motion to refer the resolution to the Com- 


At that time I had not heard the mes- | 


| 
} 
1 


mittee on Foreign Affairs, as the most proper 
direction we can give it. 

Mr.GREY. This is a resolution asking for 
information merely. Its phraseology is such that 
the President will not be compelled to communi- 
cate any information that he shall deem to be det- 
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rimental to the public interest. Now, sir, there 
is deep interest felt, and a great anxiety through- 
out the country to know something of the objects 
of that congress of our ministers recently held 
in Europe. Itis thought to be something unusual 
in the political history of our Government for our 
ministers at foreign courts to invite each other to 
assemble as a congress or convention at some 
point abroad, and there to determine among them- 
selves what shall be our policy with regard to 
foreign Governments; because, Mr. Speaker, it 
has heretofore been regarded that our ministers 
abroad were not to determine and act on their own 
judgment, but to act upon, and in conformity to, 
wrilten instructions from the Administration then 
in power. I do not intend to be understood as 
censuring the conduct of our ministers abroad. 
I have the utmost confidence in some of them; but 
I think circumstances have just now caused a gen- 
eral interest and anxiety to know something in 


relation to that recent assemblagein Europe of our | 


diplomatisis. We have recently seen in the 
papers, in different Governments of Europe, and 
in this country, articles disapproving that meeting 
in strong terms, and denouncing, 
certain letters, communications, and addresses that 
have been published abroad, and purporting to 
have been written and published b 


as filibustering, | 


7 


Ostend. What for? To determine among them- 


| selves, while in Europe, what shall be the foreign 
policy of our Government! Will the President | 


or Senate, by whom those ministers were ap- 
pointed, admit their authority to determine for 
themselves matters of such vast importance? If 
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each minister is to contorm to instructions from | 
his Government, where was the necessity of their | 


conference? 
majors, colonels, and subordinates, while engaged 


Who ever heard of the captains, | 


in active duty, holding a conference as to what | 


they should do, or how arrange the campaign, in 
utter disregard of orders from the general in com- 
mand? Two of our present ministers [Messrs. 
Soulé and Belmont] are of foreign birth, and 


ought, in my opinion, never to have been ap- 
’ y OF ’ 


pointed to those positions. I know, sir, there 


| exists, and justly too, throughout this nation, a 
deep feeling of opposition to the appointment of | 
foreigners to negotiate matters connected with | 


gentlemen | 


who have been sent there as appointees of this | 


Administration. 

Now, sir, [do not know that these articles 
were written by the gentleman to whom they have 
been attributed. I do not know that the articles I 
have seen, purporting to have been written and 
— by our consul at Liverpool, were written 

y him, or that those publications, said to have 
b en written by our secretaries of legation, were 
written by them. I do not know that the com- 
munications which are charged as having been 
ne by our Minister at Madrid were pub- 


ished by him, or that conduct and public expres- | 
g10ns—which have been characterized as very ob- | 


jecuonable and filibustering—attributed to him, 
were properly charged to him. I donot know that 
the charges which I have heard as to the objects 
of that congress, which, it is said, has been held, 
are true. But,sir, 1 can see no possible objection 


to giving to this House, and to this nation, the | 
information sought by the resolution, especially | 


when it is couched in such guarded terms. Sir, 
are his friends afraid to trust to the discretion of 
the President? 


President a discretionary power. He will still 


have full discretion as to what he shall communi- | 


cate. if he shall refuse to communicate what we 
ought to know, we shall find it out, sooner or later, 
and then he will receive merited rebuke for with- 
holding information he ought to have communi- 
cated. But Ll have full confidence that, if the reso- 
lution be passed, he will communicate at once to 
the House, in full, all the information in his pos- 
session in relation to the subjects to which the 
resolution refers, and it will be very gratifying to 
the nation to receive it. 

Sir, there are, just at this time, peculiar circum- 
stances which induce suspicions and anxieties to 
know something definite upon this subject. No 
member of this House can pass through his dis- 
trict without being interrogated as to the object of 
that assemblage of our ministers abroad, and 
about that ‘‘ Greytown aflair,’’ as it is called. 

Only a few months since, our Minister to ‘* Cen- 
tral America’’ happened, by accident, to beat Grey- 
town when there was a row—or what the French 
call an ‘* emeute,”’ but what we in Kentucky would 
style a ‘‘ free fight’’—going on with a mob party, 
composed of persons of all nations, speaking all 
languages, od of all sorts of colors and complex- 
ions. Our Minister became involved in it, and 
was wounded, He then established over Grey- 
town & sort of standing army, and hastened on to 
this city. 
ment was waging a most successful naval war 
against Greyiown, the result of which will bea 
cost of perhaps a million or more to our Govern- 
ment. Now, sir, had our Minister then been at 
his headquarters in ‘* Central America,’’ to which 
he had been sent, our people might, perhaps, have 
been much better off for it. 


We have, since this ‘* Greytown affair,’’ heard know were untrue, 


much of what has been termed ‘ filibustering ”’ 
wages from some of our officials in Europe. 
hen comes this congress of our ministers at 


Let the resolution be passed, and | 
no injury can result from it, because it gives to the | 


The next news was that our Govern- | 


| 


| 





} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
' 





our foreign affairs. No man ought ever to hold 
the appointment of minister plenipotentiary from 


. . . ‘ 
this to a foreign Government but a native-born | 

| American citizen. 
I have no objection to the Committee on Foreign | 


Affairs having this information; | do not doubt | 


that they would give it to the House, if called on 
by the House to do so, but at the same time I op- 
pose the motion from the gentleman, {Mr. Bay y,] 
to refer this resolution to that committee, because 
Ido not see any reason why the information 
should not be communicated direct!y to this 


|| House without going through the hands of that | 
committee, and being transmitted by them, to us, | 


perhaps not until near the close of the session, to 
the House. 

The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Wenr- 
wortH,] and the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Bay y,] tell us that the resolution is premature at 
this early day in the session. Why, sir, I pre- 
sume they are not in possession of any facts by 
which they can tell whether it is premature or not; 
they do not know the facts which the resolution 
proposes to bring out, and place in possession of 


| the House and the country. Or, if they have that 


information, the members of this House generally, 
have not, but think they ought to have, and there- 
fore we regard the resolution as well-timed. If 
those gentlemen think the resolution not couched 
in terms sufficiently guarded, I will vote for any 
amendment they may suggest to improve it in that 
particular. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. If the gentleman 
from Kentucky will permit me, I will say, that I 
pledge him upon my honor that Ido not know 
that any such meeting has taken place, and that 
I do not knew anything that was done if it did 
take place. 

Mr. GREY. Sir, that is as I supposed. The 
gentleman from Virginia knows nothing about it; 
I presume the gentleman from Illinois knows 
nothing about it; and yet they say the resolution 
calling for information in reference to it is prema- 
ture. Well, sir, | think differently; the country 
thinks differently; the people want light and in- 
formation, and I hope this Democratic Congress 
will not withhold it from them. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I said it 
was premature to introduce the resolution before 
the President’s message had been read. Beyond 
that I have not committed myself. 

Mr.GREY. The President’s message has now 
been received and read, and gives no information 
upon that subject; and I understood the gentleman 
from ILlinois to say, that he still thought the intro- 
duction of the resolution was premature, and 
therefore wished to refer it to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. Well, sir, this is only a three 
months’ session, and I think all the information 
we ought to be in possession of at all ought to be 
communicated to us at the earliest day practi- 
cable. 

Sir, let gentlemen not deceive themselves, there 
is throughout the country an anxiety to know 
what has been going on in Europe recently about 
which we have heard and read so many reports, 
and been near getting into difficulty with France, 
and about which, if we had credited all the tele- 
graphic reports and newspapers a war with France 
seemed inevitable. Many of these rumors we now 
but yet the country does not 
know the truth, therefore this resolution seeks to 
have itdisclosed. Why, sir, it has been charged that 
because of the action of our Minister at Madrid, 





and because of the suspicions which had been 
cited by that ministerial congress at Ostend, a) 
because of publications which were charged ,, 
officials of the United States now residing at fea 
eign Governments, that the interests of our Gor. 
ernment and people are being prejudiced abro», 

Sir, I hope the House will consider that they 
are entitled to have this information direct fro, 
the President instead of referring the resolution ,, 
the Committee on Foreign A ffairs, in order that), 
President may communicate it to them, in orde 
that they may communicate it tous. Mr. Speake, 
let us have the fullest information on this subjee. 
which the President in his wisdom may think y, 
are entitled to, and let us have it speedily. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Mr. Speake 
it strikes me that the resolution of the gentlemay 
from Maryland is such a one as the country haj 
a right to expect would be offered and adopied by 
this House. We know, sir, from common news. 
paper report—it is known throughout this country 
and throughout Europe—that there has been 
unusual conference of American ministers at ()s. 
tend; unusual and unprecedented, I believe, no. 
withstanding what the gentleman from Virgini, 
{[Mr. Bayty] has said; unprecedented, in fact, ig 
spirit and in principle. When before in the history 
of this Government has such a conference of mip. 
isters been called with so much parade and such 
a flourish of trumpets? When before has ther 
been such a conference of American ministers op 
foreign ground; composed, too, of such materials. 
ministers themselves of foreign birth, in a conaid. 
erable part? Sir, it was unusual in the composi. 
tion of that congress, and unusual in the fact of 
the congress itself. ‘The country is very reason. 
ably anxious and curious upon this subject. The 
people desire to know what was the object of tha 
meeting, and what have been its results, if any 


| It seems to me that they have a right to know tt, 


They want to know if there was any good reason 


| for transferring the diplomacy of this country 


from our own shores to a batch of ministers in 
foreign land. I think that we ought to have what- 


| ever information there is in the State Department, 
| or in the possession of the President in reference 


to this matter, in order that we may be prepared at 
once to express, if there shall be occasion and 
necessity in the opinion of the representatives of 
the people, our earnest and decided protest against 


| any such movement, any such conference, any 
| such action of American ministers abroad. | have 


nothing more to say. ; 
Mr. HILLYER, When this resolution was 
introduced yesterday, I voted against it, because 


_the President’s message had not then been re- 





—eetie 





_to this congress at Ostend. ) 
| everywhere made with regard to its objects and 


ceived; and I was of the opinion that probably 
that message might communicate the information 
sought by the reso’ution. The message, however, 
was silent on the subject. The information called 
for by this resolution ought to be given to the 
country. In this country, and with our people, 
there can be no necessity for keeping secret a trans- 


| action of this character, unless the public interest 
| should require it, and of that the President wil 
| judge. ion | 
| can require secrecy; and if it did, it ought not to 


Certainly no consideration of party policy 


be tolerated. Public attention has been directsd 
Public inquiry 's 


its results. And I think that this body is the 
proper tribunal to call for the information in such 
official shape as will give the people full inform- 
ation of the whole transaction. I shall support 
the resolution. . 
Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, not intending 
to deny the po of the House to make such 4 
call upon the President as is contained in the 
resolution under discussion, I do say that this ad- 
mitted power ought to be exercised only in cases 
of great interest, and where we have something 


| tangible to act on. I do not think that the framers 


of the Constitution ever intended that this House 
should take a leading part in the arrangement oF 
settlement of our negotiations or relations with 
foreign Governments. The practice of passing 
such resolutions as this should therefore be dis- 
countenanced. There is no substantial predicate 
for the action now proposed. 

In the first place, what evidence have we that 
the meeting at Ostend was directed by any one 
authority? -. th 

Mr. SOLLERS, (interrupting.) That 1s t° 
very point. The resolution makes a gpecific in- 
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horize it. 
A PHILLIPS. 1 understand that. 

Mr. SOLLERS. That is the very point upon 
which the resolution seeks information. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I repeat I understand that 
-fectly well, but I do say that it is not consistent 
with the dignity of this House, it is not within the 
appropriate sphere of its duties that our foreign 
relat ns should be discussed here on every idle 
occasion, and our attention challenged in debate 
pon resolutions of inquiry founded merely on 
idle rumor, or newspaper gossip. Sir, we ought 
80 have, asit seems to me, some substantial basis to 
rest upon. We ought to have some well-grounded 
belief, or some just apprehension that the interests 
of the country are jeoparded before we exercise 
the high power of intervening in transactions 
which the Constitution of the country has mainly 
intrusted to the coérdinate departments of the 
Government. 

In the present instance, not only have we no 
evidence that the meeting at Ostend was by author- 
ity, but it is not even surmised that it resulted in 
any action; Where is the product; what the bitter 
fruit of this terrible assemblage; upon what rests 
the cause of complaint, or the ground of the present 
so! citude? 

Mr. GREY. I desire to ask the gentleman 
whether, if such a meeting was held, and if it was 
ordered by the Administration to be held, and if 
results have taken place, we ought not to know 
what those results are? And how can we know 
it better than by calling on the President for 
information ? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I insist we oucht to have 
something more than mere suspicion, that some 
disaster has occurred, or some great evil is im- 
pending over us, something more stable than out- 
door rumors, before the power of this House 
should be called into action in such a case as this. 

But gentlemen declare that there has been great 
“curiosity” manifested in several portions of the 
country, and that they deeply share in that feeling. 
But, sir, we sit here for higher purposes than the 
eratification of idle curiosity; nor can we recog- 
nize it as a legitimate foundation for legislative | 
action. 

Assuming, Mr. Speaker, that the meeting at 
Ostend was held by competent authority, to what 
point are we brought?) Why, sir, simply that it 
was unusual; not unprecedented, but unusual. 
Admitting this, and that its novelty has provoked 
criticism and speculation, and even excited ** curi- 
osity ’’ to its lowest depth, will any gentleman on 
this floor maintain that, under the peculiar aspect 
of European affairs, it would be reprehensible in 
the President to direct a consultative meeting of 
any number of our ministers for the better pro- 
tection or promotion of our interests? Is a con- 
sultation by letter, in itself proper, but dangerous 
to the interests of the country when had by word 
of mouth? What if such a meeting is unusual? 
The question, the only question, should be, is it 
wrong? does it invade the rights of others? does 

ivolve ourown? If we are satisfied on these 

nts, there is no just cause to invoke our inter- 
lerence. It is gravely intimated that the confer- 
ence has given alarm to some European writers. 

Let them be alarmed. We need apprehend no in- 
jury from that; no, sir, nottheleast. Armed with 
honesty, and acting on principles correct in them- 
selves, we may conduct our diplomacy after our 
own fashion, and fear should find no place in our 
vocabulary. 

With these views, Mr. Speaker, I do not feel 
called upon to vote for the resolution with the 
design of giving it the ‘‘ go-by.”’ 1am willing to 
vote for the motion of my friend from Virginia, | 
(Mr. Bayny,] to refer it to the Committee on 
Foreign A ffairs—— 

Mr. BAYLY, (interrupting.) Will my friend 
alow me to say that | certainly did not make the 
motion with the view of getting clear of the reso- 
lution. I made the motion so that our committee 
might, in the first place, be prepared to report to 
this House what, after inquiry, our opinion would 
eas to the propriety of its action; and I should | 
report the resolution back again, if it should seem | 
to us proper to do so. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Do I understand that the | 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr Bayzy] now insists | 
Upon his motion ? 


Mr. BAYLY. Yes. 





f the President to know whether he did 
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Mr. PHILLIPS. Iam perfectly willing to have 
the direction indicated by the gentleman’s motion 
given to the resolution for the reason I have 
already stated. 

Mr. LETCHER. I shall vote for this resolu- 
tion as it stands, and I should vote for it if some- 
thing more were added to it. I am satisfied from the 
tone of the public journals throughout the country, 
from conversation with intelligent citizens among 
my own constituents, that there is a distrust to 
some extent of our Ministerat Madrid. And, as 
far as | am concerned, [ desire that the facts shall 
go before the country, in order that if that distrust 
be unfounded he may have the benefit of the vin- 
dication which the publication of these papers will 
give to him; and if it be well founded, then the 
country ought to know it. 

I am, therefore, for procuring the necessary 
information to eriable me to decide how this is. 
But, says the gentleman from Alabama, { Mr. Pui- 
Lips,] you ought never to call for such information 
on light occasions. | imagine from what I have 
seen of this matter.in the newspapers that it is 
about as serious an occasion, about as important 
a movement in reference to calls for information, 
as any that I have heard directed to the Presi- 
dent since | have been a member on this floor. 
We had during the last session,and we have had 
during preceding sessions, various calls on the 
Executive for correspondence and information, 
and not one of these calls, in my judgment, was 
as important as this is. 

But the gentleman says we ought not to call for 
information on the mere ground of suspicion. 
Well, now, | have known men and I have known 
parties to be very seriously injured by suspicions 
alone. In fact, it is about as sure a mode to do 
injury to men, to excite general suspicion against 
their character or conduct—particularly if any 
attempt be made to concea! the facts which have 
given rise to suspicion. Perhaps it is the very best 
mode of inflicting injury to character that can 
possibly be adopted. 

Now, so far as Mr. Soulé is concerned, my re- 
lations with him have been pleasant. 1 esteem 
him asa gentleman. But at the same time, in the 
discharge of my duty here, when an issue of this 
sort is made, | say what I honestly believe; and 
I say that I do not think Mr. Soulé ought ever to 
have been sent abroad; and I believe that the 
interest of the country would be promoted by 
bringing himhome. With the lights now before 
us, we do not know how this thingis. If heis 
wronged by this suspicion, which | entertain in 
common with others, no one will be more ready 
to repair that wrong than | will be. 

Mr. BAYLY. The resolution which my fri. ud 
is debating has no reference to Mr. Soulé or his 
conduct. It does not contain a word about it. 

Mr. LETCHER. ILunderstand Mr. Soulé was 
in this congress at Ostend. 

Mr. BAYLY. There is not a word said about 
Mr. Soulé in the resolution. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very well; but I take it that 
my colleague [Mr. Bayty] knows as well as I do 
whom that resolution refers to. Was, or was not, 
Mr. Soulé there? And if he was not there, how 
came up this fuss about his going back through 
France? [Laughter.] Now,I1 understand that he 
was there; and when the gentleman [Mr. Bayry} 
tells me that Mr. Soulé is not mentioned in that 
resolution, I ask what difference does that omis- 
sion make when everybody knows that, even 
though he is not mentioned, the resolution as dis- 
tinctly refers to him as if he were? I hope, then, 
that the call will be made, and that we will get the 
information, and that the country will be left to 
judge of tne propriety or impropriety of the gen- 
tleman’s [Mr. Sou!é] course. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It strikes me that this 
resolution is a very harmless affair. It simply 
proposes that the President shall communicate to 
this House, and to the country, such information 
connected with the meeting at Ostend as, in his 
judgment, will not be inconsistent with the pblic 
welfare. He is to be left to judge. He 1s to 
decide whether it is proper that the information 
asked should be given; and why not, therefore, 
let the resolution be adopted? Every one knows 
—as it has been well remarked—that there is per- 
vading the country a feeling of suspicion in rela- 
tion to this meeting; and that feeling, 1 have 
reason to believe, is well founded. Does not 


| every member within the sound of my voice know '' 


il 


that ten millions of dollars were voted out of the 
people’s Treasury at the last session of Congress, 
somewhat hastily, under the Gadsden treaty ? 
And do we not all know, that when the honorable 
member from Missouri [Mr. Benrox) sought 
papers which were necessary for the erlizhten- 
ment of the House and the publie mind, as con- 
nected with that matter, that they were refused to 
be given, and that we were compelled to legislate 
on that subject, as it were, in the dark? Does 
not every member within the sound of my voice 
know, too, that the Executive branch of the 
Government sought from this House ten millions 
of dollars more of the people’s money, at the close 
of the session; and that that ten millions of dollars 
so called for was connected with a proposition to 
acquire the Island of Cuba? Was it not openly 
avowed on this floor, when we were voting for 
the six steam frigates, that one of the objects of 
thus increasing the Navy was the acquisition of 
Cuba? It is natural enough, under such circum- 
stances, that the people should look with a sus- 
picious eye upon such an extraordinary meeting 
of our foreign embassadors as that of Ostend. 

The honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr 
Puiturrs] asks how do we know that anything 
of this sort occurred? Sir, 1 tell him that though 
this is an age of Know-Nothingism, the people 
do know that these things have occurred. They 
know what was done at the last session of Con- 
gress. ‘They know that there is pervading the 
South a general feeling which looks wistfully at 
that rich island, and seeks its early acquisition. 
[he people upon the norihern frontier know too 
that there is a deep feeling there, which is looking 
towards the annexation of the British Provinces 
of North America, as a set off to further acqui- 
sitions southward. And hence it is that those 
who desire most heartily to preserve an honorable 
peace with all the nations of the earth, feel a 
sensitiveness Mm rejiation to every movement con- 
nected with our intercourse with foreign nations, 
calculated in any degree to involve us in troubles 
such as are now drenching Europe in human 
blood. In a Government like this, sir, based as 
itis upon public opinion—where the people are 
the sovereigns and the rulers—shall -it be said 
they ought to be kept long in ignorance of the 
purpose, when a congress of ministers is well 
known to have taken place at Ostend (though not 
from any official documents that have been laid 
before us, but known by the universally pub- 
lished fact all over the world.) 

Let me say to the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs that it has been so universally 
published, and remains undenied by the accredited 
organs of his Administration at home. This I 
regard as sufficient information of the fact that 
the meeting was held to justify the call for inform- 
ation in regard to the objects of the conference? 
Will either of the honorable gentlemen point me 
to a paragraph in any of the papers recognized as 
organs of this Administration in which itis denied, 
that a congress of foreign ministers was held at 
Ostend? Under this state of things, that congress 
must have assembled for some purpose. No 
meeting, under these circumstances, could have 
been held without an object. I hold, that it is 
due to the people of the United States, that the 
President shall tell their representatives, if not 
inconsistent with the public welfare, under the ex- 
isting state of affairs, what the facts are connected 
with this meeting of ministers. 

I have nothing to say now against the official 
conduct of either of these foreign ministers. It 
is premature todo so. I cannot say that! indorse 
all that my honorable friend from Virginia |Mr. 
Letcuer} said in relation to our Minister at 
Madrid. When we shall have been in possession 
of the facts—when the evidence shall have been 
disclosed to us in relation to his official career—I 
shall endeavor to discharge, fairly and without 
prejudice, that duty which as a just juror I shall 
owe as well to the country as to the private and 
official character of that distinguished man. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 understand the gentleman 
from Ohio to say that he would not do as I have 
done—condemn the Minister at Madrid withouta 
hearing. The gentleman misunderstood my re- 
mark. I stated distinctly that I, in common with 
the country, entertained the suspicion that some- 
thing was wrong; and that whenever | had inform- 
ation here to guide my conduct, that I would then 
decide, upon that information, whether | was right 
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or wrong; and if my suspicions were improperly || the character of the conferees engaged in it, but | 


entertained, that | would cheerfully retract them, 
and do full justice to our Minister at Madrid. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I misunderstood the hon- 
orable gentleman to some extent; but my friend 
eecompanied his remarks with an expression of 
his ae dislike to that Minister, which might 
tend to prejudice him before the country. I con- 
demn no one. 

Mr. LETCHER. Does the gentleman say 
that I made an expression of my personal dislike | 
to our Minister at Madrid ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman said that 
he ought never to have been sent there. 

Mr. LETCHER. I said that, so far as I was 
concerned, my relations with Mr. Soulé had been 
pleasant, but it was my opinion that he ought | 
never to have been sent to Spain. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I indorse that myself as 
a matter of opinion. 

Mr. SOLLERS. If the gentleman from Ohio 
will give way, I deem it necessary to make a 
slight explanation of the resolution which | had 
the honor to introduce a short time since. The 
honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Puu.- 
Lips] seems to think that the resolution [ offered | 
was contrary to parliamentary usage, and that I 
was introducing what he chooses to designate as | 
an undignified matter—terms which I am not in 
the habit of applying to the productions of other | 
pens and brains. He assigns as a reason why | 
this resolution should not be adopted, that, accord- | 
ing to the theory of the Government of the Uni- | 
ted States, this particular branch of the Govern- | 
ment has no power over the subject of foreign | 
affairs. How does it happen, then, that we have 
a Committee on Foreign Affairs appointed upon | 
the part of the House? we 

Mr. PHILLIPS. So far from my denying the 
power of the House in this matter, | commenced 
my remarks by expressly admitting it. I did not 
deny the power of the House to pass this resolu- 
tion, but I thought that the power in relation to 
this subject—which I admitted was in the House | 
—should not be exercised slightly, and that we 
should have something substantial upon which to 
act. I beg leave to say to the gentleman that I 


|| upon a discussion of which I shall not enter at 


made use of no expression that I can now call to | 


mind which at all reflects either upon the mover 
of the resolution, his motives, or the resolution 
itself. I said that I did not think it was dignified 


to offer a resolution which was based merely upon || 


suspicion. 

Mr.SOLLERS. I have heard the explanation | 
of the honorable gentleman from Alabama, and 
according to his recent statement 

Mr. PHILLIPS. According to my first state- 
ment. 

Mr. SOLLERS. And according to his first | 
statement, then, the Elouse has power to pass the 
resolution, but such power should not be exer- 
cised by the House except upon extraordinary | 
occasions, or at least, upon occasions when there 
was some suspicion which should call for the exer- | 
cise of such power. I appeal to the common sense | 
of this House—a thing not often appealed to, or 
very frequently exercised—if it is not as well | 





|| fallacious doctrines, and social views of Rousseau. 
| He might live here until he reached the days of 


| yet it is to the Irish a stumbling block, and to the 


from the suspicion that something more than 
meets the eye was done by them, and which they 
desire should not be known. And what have I 
asked by this resolution? 1 have not said that the 
President of the United States instructed these 
men to meet in conference at Ostend. I say no 
such thing. I ask the question, if any instruc- 
tions have been given; and if they have, what is 
the character of such instructions, and what has 
been the result of such meeting or conference? I 
do not say that they have done mischief or harm 
to the United States. I ask the question what 
they have done, in order that the people of the || 
United States, who are deeply interested in our 
foreign relations, and that we, their representa- 
tives, may all seeand know what they have done 
there. 

I cast no suspicion upon the President of the 
United States, nor upon the members of his Cab- 
inet, nor upon the foreign ministers of the United 
States. I have not said one word in that direc- 
tion—not a word. There are people who believe, 
and perhaps a majority of the friends of the Ad- 
ministration, and of the party to which the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Puiutps] belongs, be- 
lieve that the appointment of the gentleman who 
now represents this Government at Madrid, was 
an unfortunate appointment. I too have objec- 
tions, not of a personal character, to the appoint- 
ment of that gentleman to the court of Spain. J 
object to it, not because that gentleman is not a 
man of transcendent ability, but for other reasons, 


this time, but which I shall take occasion, at some 
future time, to set forth fully to this House. 
I will simply remark, that I never would, so 
help me God, intrust the foreign interests and | 
affairs of this country, or the foreign administra- 
tion of this Government, to the hands of any man 
who is not a native born. In the Constitution of 
the United States it is provided that the President 
of the United States shall be a native born citizen 
of the United States, and that no person shall be || 
eligible to that office who is not so. And how is 
it, if that provision is a wise one—and of that no 
one entertains a doubt—that these gentleraen of 
foreign birth should be intrusted with important 
and delicate negotiations, is something which l 
cannotcomprehend, ButI do know that itis done. 
Mr. Soulé is unexceptionable so far as character 
is concerned, but he was raised in a different 
school of liberty from that in which we were 
instructed. He imbibed his notions of civil 
government and liberty in Paris, reeling with the 





Methusela, and talented as he is, he could never 
comprehend the representative Government of the 
United States, and I never knew a foreigner that 
did, and although I know it is the first word—the 
word ‘* Democracy ’’—that is whispered into the 
ears of foreigners when they land upon our shores, 


Dutch foolishness. [Laughter.] My main objec- | 
tion to this appointment rests upon the fact that 
Mr. Soulé dates his extraction from this foreign || 


known that this meeting of ministers at Osténd | source, and that he was the pioneer in this confer- || 


has taken place as any event which transpired | 
oe or the day before within the personal | 


nowledge of each individual member of this | question, though Ido not know exactly when I 
House; if it is not as well known as anything can || 


be known which transpired upon the other sideof 
the Atlantic; if it is not just as well known as that 
the battle of the Alma has been fought, or that | 
the Allies are besieging Sebastopol; if it is not just | 


| 


as well known as the fact that we have different || 


ministers accredited to various foreign Govern- | 
ments at the respective places to which they are | 
sent? Just as well known as any of these things, 


is it known to every member of this House; nor || 


is it denied by any man that this meeting of min- 
isters has actually taken place. 

! do not look upon this meeting as a matter of 
trifling consequence; for if I did, I should never | 
have offered this resolution. [ look upon this | 
conference of ministers in Ostend as involving | 
most stupendous consequences, not only to the 
people of the United States, but to foreign Gov- 
ernments also. 
whodoes not know that this conference has created, | 
and is creating, a most profound sensation from 
one end of the Union to the other, as being a most | 


unusual and extraordinary affair, not only from | 


| fore us, I intend to vote for it, but lest it may be | 
There is not aman in this House || 


| Maryland, (Mr. Sotrers,] 1 will say, that while | 


|| world. 


ence at Ostend. Atsome future time I shall take || 
occasion to express my views fully upon this || 


shall do it. 
Now, in conclusion, let me say that this resolu- 
tion only asks for light. Itisdesigned to prevent 
a sensation all over theland. The people ask for 
light; and if they ask light, give it to them. It 
was the first element in the organization of the || 
‘*God said let there be light, and there | 
was light.’’ [Laughter.] 
Mr. CLINGMAN. If there had been no dis- 
cussion upon this subject, I should have contented 
myself with a silent vote for the resolution. I 
always vote for resolutions of inquiry, unless 
something on the face of it renders it obviously 
improper todo so. It istrue that yesterday I did 
not vote to suspend the rules for the introduction 
of this resolution, and would not so vote to-day. 
The question being now presented directly be- 
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supposed that I am operated upon by the reasons | 
so eloquently expressed by the gentleman from 





I vote for the resolution, | do not concur, at all, 


with much that has been said by him, and I am | 


| withdraw that motion. 


not operated upon, atall, by the reasons given jy 
him and others. ’ 

I see nothing unusual and surprising in th; 
conference of ministers. In view of the strug), 
which is going on in Europe, and the interests th. 
United States have at stake there, it was prone 
that some such conference should have take, 
place. If it should so happen that Mr. Buchangy 
should take one view, or one position upon ques. 
tions affecting our rights as neutrals, and M;. 
Soulé should take another, that state of affair; 
would work disadvantageously to our Gover». 
ment. It was therefore important that our min. 
isters should come to some understanding, anj 
know what to insist upon. There was no mor 
impropriety in their coming together—whethe 
by the advice of the Executive or not, I do no 
know—than there is in calling a Cabinet council 
in this city. If it is true that some of them ar 
men of extreme opinions, which would lead them 
to rash acts, it is eminently proper that they 
should consult with the cooler heads we have 
abroad. 

Hence, entertaining this opinion, and thinking 
the conference a proper one, and that they me 
with the view of sending information to the Ex. 


| ecutive of this country, | would have passed the 
| subject by, and would not have introduced the 
| resolution myself. But the question now stands 


in a different position before us. Gentlemen tell 
us that the country is alarmed in view of these 
facts, and the gentleman from Virginia speaks 
feelingly upon the subject. Well, if this be true, 
and the passage of this resolution will allay that 
sort of apprehension, in God’s name let it pass, 
I shall vote for the resolution for information, and 
yet do not wish to be entangled with the questions 
which these gentlemen haveraised. I expressno 
opinion as to the appointment of Mr. Soulé. [| 
have the highest respect and admiration for that 
gentleman. The Constitution gives the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
powerto appointour ministers to foreign courts, and 
we have no more right to interfere with, or power 
over, such appointments, than the Senate would 
have over the selection of our Speaker, or any 
other officer. I waive, then, all question as to the 
propriety of Mr. Soulé’s appointment, and all 


| those other questions which have been brought 


before us by gentlemen who have discussed this 
resolution. It is enough, for the reasons which | 
have stated, that I shall vote for the resolution, 
and [ appeal to the gentleman from Virginia, over 


| the way, [Mr. Bayty,] to withdraw his motion 


to refer it to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and let it be adopted. I hope my friend will 
I concur with the gentle- 
man in his view of the matter. I perceive no 


| necessity for the information; but other gentlemen 


want it, and I am reluctant, therefore, to vote 
against the resolution. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
reasons for declining. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s colleague 
is in possession of the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 
thought that this resolution was premature, and | 
still think so. Supposing the Government is in 
the danger which some gentlemen seem appre- 
hensive of, because of the conduct of our repre- 
sentatives abroad, are we not all aware of the 
existence of a committee—one of the standing 
committees of this House—whose duty it 1s to 
investigate such matters? 

I care little whether the proposition before the 
House is adopted or rejected. My object in 
rising was to notice a remark which fell from the 
learned gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Wasusury.| 
That gentleman seemed to have jumped at the 


I must assign my 


‘conclusion that this Administration has acted 


unprecedentedly in sending ministers of foreign 
birth to represent our Government abroad. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. With the gen- 


| tleman’s permission [ shall correct him. I stated 


that the conference was unprecedented, and not 
the fact that a portion of the conferees was of 
foreign birth. The gentleman from Virginia mis- 
understood me. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I am happy to be corrected. 
I do not know whether the conference is unpre 
cedented, or not. Certainly, I would presume 
that it is the undoubted right of our foreign repre 
sentatives to confer together when they may 02 
the best interests of the country. 


i 


” Gan 





— ee a Oe ee a 








ue 


in 


; 


J 





1854. - 


| am not surprised, Mr. Speaker, that gentle- 
en) upon this floor express holy horror of for- 
~ ners, It is a popular topic, and to become a 
he ‘ding matter of discussion here. At the North 
| understand that some have such a holy horror 
of foreigners that they have actually taken from 
the walls of their public halls the portraits of 
come of our statesmen of foreign birth. If that 
nolicy is to be adopted and carried out here, I 
would advise the gentleman from Maine to turn 
his head to the right, and seeing the portrait of 
La Fayette, to have that taken down. 

| am grieved to see attacks made in this delib- 
erative body on men because they are of foreign 
hirth. I expected gentlemen to assail this Admin- 
istration, but not because of its appointment of 
men as ministers who are of foreign birth. This 
is not the first Administration which has appointed 
as our ministers men of foreign birth. The 
distinguished Albert Gallatin, of foreign birth, 
was appointed our minister abroad; and in that 
capacity was always a favorite with Jefferson. 1 
rezard Mr. Soulé as a high-toned and honorable 
centieman, and as fully capable of representing 
us abroad. I am not then prepared to censure 
his appointment by this Administration. I hope, 
in conclusion, that if the Committee on Foreign 
Agairs are of opinion that there has been miscon- 
duct on the part of our foreign ministers, that we 
shall hear from them at an early day. Unless I 
hear first from that committee of the necessity for | 
this resolution, 1 shall vote against it. 

Mr. WITTE. Mr. Speaker, I felt compara- 
tively little interested in the resolution before the 
House, until I had listened for some time to the 
discussion on it. I did not regard it in a serious 
light. Now, however, the discussion has given 
it somewhat of a serious character. I understand 
it to be a resolution calling on the President for 
information in reference to an alleged meeting of 
the representatives of this Government accredited 
to the various continental Powers, at Ostend. 
This Government, we apprehend, has no official 
information of such a meeting; but such a meeting 
is characterized by gentlemen, who are doubtless | 
well versed in the science of diplomacy, and cer- 
tainly well understand our foreign relations, as an | 
extraordinary thing. 

I shall vote against the resolution, but I desire | 
to state briefly the reason why. In the beginning 
I will say that I do not regard it as an extraordi- 
nary thing. I apprehend that there is scarcely a 
gentleman upon this floor who understands the 
continental system and relations which we bear 
to allof Europe, who does not know that these 
things are of frequent—almost daily—occurrence. 
Personal interview and conference of our min- 
isters at St. Cloud and St. James, is a very com- 
mon thing. And it is now that I hear, for the 
first time, such a meeting characterized as ex- 
traordinary. 

Now that foreign Powers become interested in 
the discussion to hear the meeting thus charac- 
terized in an American Congress, it becomes a 
matter of some consequence, and, in my judg- 
ment, is deserving of proper notice. The question 
is not whether we are to be represented abroad 
by gentlemen of foreign birth or not; but simply 
what our representatives did in that so-called con- 
gress. Now, is there anything more in personal 
interview than in written communication, which 
is demanded by the Government to take place | 
from day to day? He who understands the com- 
plex system on the continent of Europe, and where | 
else we have ministers, and who understands our 
relations, knows perfectly well that it is not only || 
the privilege but the duty of our honest and inde- | 
fatigable and watchful representative abroad con- | 
stantly to communicate with his colleagues, for | 
such they are. 
_ How is this congress to be regarded? I hear 
imputations made. Gentlemen say: ‘*‘ We want 
to know whatis going on?’? What isthe presump- 
tion? How can we judge from the evidence which | 
we have before us? Is it not to be supposed that 1 
those gentlemen who represented this Government || 
sre honest and indefatigable in the discharge of 1 
their duties? {s it not to be regarded as prima 
foie evidence that they desired to do their duty? 1 
Are not our foreign relations peaceable? What | 
object had they then other than a peaceful one? || 

Vhat end have they to subserve? Have ae i] 
any instructions? None; and I can speak wit 


| 
| 
| 


much more confidence on that point than I could !! is indebted to the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. |) 





| his attention, or that of this House. 


| good thing to say anywhere. 


' give us light! 


have spoken before the receipt of the President’s 
message. 
Gentlemen say that yesterday they would have | 
voted for this resolution, or against it, but that | 
the reception of the message has changed their 
opinions. It has changed mine, and for this rea- 
son. It is the duty of the President to constantly 
communicate to this House, and through it to the 
country, whatever he deeins of importance in ref- 
erence to our foreign relations. His message was 
received and read scarce twenty-four hours ago. 
Now, I would ask gentlemen to divest themselves 


| of any partisan feeling, and to look calmly and 


dispassionately at the matter. The President is 
asked to communicate what information he may | 
have in his possession in regard to one of the 
most important cases which can possibly engage 
This, too, 
when but twenty-four hours before he communi- 
cated a lengthy message to us, in which he said 
not a word of the matter. ‘si | 
Now, briefly, my reason for voting against the 
resolution and in favor of its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs is, because it is import- 
ant in its character, and that much of the import- 
ance with which it is invested has been given to 
it because of the tenor of the discussion here. 
Gentlemen say that the country wants light. 
That is a very good thing to say here; it is a | 
D We are the repre- 
sentatives of the people, and it is right and proper 
that we should thusspeak. But we should always 
consider in connection—what is the case? what 
is the subject? The communication sought, and 
which gentlemen say the country imperatively 
demands, is on a very secret subject—the subject 
of our foreign diplomacy. I apprehend that all | 
will agree as to the nature of that science. It is | 
doubtless true that the conference of our repre- 
sentatives abroad is of such a character as to 
require extreme secrecy. First, because of its 


| nature, and the President doubtless so believes it, 


because he says nothing whatever about it in his 
message. In the next place, the fact of their meet- 
ing in person, instead of trusting to the ordinary 
means of communication, is proof that the objects 
of the meeting were secret in their character. 

I say, then, in conclusion, are we to arraign, 
unheard, our foreign representatives? Do we not 
profess to be peaceful in our intentions? Are there 
no rampant filibusters here, who want to kick over 
the whole thing, because something has been done 
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in secret that we have not been apprised of? Very | 


| well, sir, if the meeting has been a secret one, we 
_have no right to know what did take place until 


the President of the United States sees proper to 


| communicate it; and I repeat that it was secret in 


the fact of the extraordinary caution, of the extra- | 
ordinary care which was manifested by these min- 
isters in conferring with each other, instead of 
resorting to the ordinary means. 

Once more let me say, that it is difficult to speak 


| against a resolution of this character. I know how 


well it sounds to the people of the nation for their 
representatives to ask for information—to cry 
But, sir, the people of this nation 
have not called for this; they have not demanded 
the passage of such a resolution. Such a course 
is an extraordinary one. No such example, I 
venture to say, has been set in the history of the | 
Government. 

Sir, thie transaction did not take place between | 
two foreign Powers, whether peaceful or bellig- 
erent, but between our own representatives who, 
in the exercise of the highest functions with 
which they were invested, felt that they had a | 
solemn duty to perform. I repeat, then, that | 
shall vote for the reference of this resolution to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, first, because 
we have already sufficient proof that the meeting 


was a secret one, and second, because we have | 


sufficient evidence in the fact that the President 
has just communicated to Congress a lengthy 
message, in which he has not said anything upon | 
the subject, that he either had no information 
upon it, or that it was of such a character that he 
did not deem it necessary or proper to communi- 
cate it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I did not intend to 
participate in this debate, and should have simply 
given a silent vote upon the resolution, if the 
debate called forth by it had not assumed a char- 
acter of very great interest. I think the country 


| mere reports. 


| men as Messrs. Soulé and Belmont. |! 
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13 
Sotxers] for introducing it; and I hope my friend 
from Virginia (Mr. Bayuy) will withdraw his 
motion to refer it to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1 will not detain the House further, than to say 
that I believe the impression, very generally pre- 
vailing in the country, is strongly antagonistic to 
the appointment of foreign-born citizens to rep- 
resent the nation in foreign courts. [tis true that 
we have had no official information that this secret 
meeting was held at Ostend, but it is well known 
that such a meeting did take place. There is not 
a gentleman in this House who will deny it. And 
if it did take place, it must have been for some 
object, or if there was no object, the sooner the 
people of the country know it from the proper 
source, the better. 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Puritirs] 
told the House, as | understood him, that he 
should vote to send the resolution to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, for the purpose of giving 
it the go-by. Well, sir, I have the highest respect 
for that committee. I admire their conservative 
character. The course pursued by them during 
the last session—alluded to by my friend from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayty]—commanded my admira- 
tion for its conservativeness. But when a genile- 
man wishes to have the resolution given the go- 
by, by referring it to one of the standing commit- 
tees of the House, | cannot consent to vote for 
such a reference. | say that it is due to this 
House, as the representatives of the nation—it is 
due to the dignity of the House—that we should 
call upon the Chief Executive of the nation for 
such information as he can give us, not incompat- 
ible with the public interest, touching this secret 
meeting of our foreign ministers abroad. 

«Mr. Speaker, the fact that the Minister of the 
United States in London, the Minister of the Uni- 
ted States at Madrid, and the Minister at the 
Hague—two of them—Mr. Soulé and Mr. Bel- 
mont, men of foreign birth, were invited by them- 
selves, or by each other, or directed i the 
Government of the United States to meet at 
Ostend, in Belgium, whether for an important 
purpose, or for no purpose, has certainly attracted 
a great deal of the attention of the people of this 
country. And it is not premature to call for in- 
formation respecting it. We are not acting upon 
The Chief Executive Magistrate 
of the country, in his annual message sent to this 
House yesterday, has stated officially that a mis- 
understanding has recently taken place between 
France and the United States, because the author- 
ities of France had refused permission for Mr. 
Sdulé to pass through that country on his way 
from the meeting of Ostend to his post in Madrid. 
It is not, therefore, a mere matter of report upon 
which weare acting. It is upon something much 
more tangible. 

Now, sir, what was it that preduced that mis- 
understanding with France, for which we were 
told an ample apology was made, if it was not 
this? If we may believe newspaper reports, when 
Mr. Soulé was refused permission to pass through 
France, Mr. Mason demanded an apology. It 
was considered a direct insult to the country. 
But the matter was explained by saying that Mr. 
Soulé was not refused as the Minister of the Uni- 
ted States, but as a private citizen, who had for- 
merly resided in France, and who hed, for some 
cause, been a fugitive from that country in his 


| early days. And having contracted the dislike of 


that Government, he was prohibited from passing 
through the country until our Minister in France 
interposed, and the prohibition was withdrawn. 

But, sir, this meeting at Ostend has attracted a 
great deal of interest in this country, and I think 
every gentleman in this House must admit that it 
is proper to call upon the President of the United 
States for the information in his possession, if it 
can be given without prejudice to the public inter- 
est. 

Sir, the public are nearly unanimous in oppo- 
sition to sending, for our ministers eee such 
do not 
speak of it as a matter of much importance, but I 
will mention the fact, that two years ago, in trav~ 


| eling in the Hague itself, in Amsterdam, in the 


Netherlands, in the United Provinces, almost as 
much a Republic as ourselves, although they are 
a limited monarchy, everywhere I heard com- 
plaints made, in advance, of the appointment of an 
Austrian-born citizen as a representative of the 
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people of America. It was said to me that they 
had deserved better treatment at the hands of the 
United States, because in the days of the revolu- 
tion they had loaned freely their power, their 
money, and their influence to establish the liberty 
of this country. They said they deserved, at 
least, to have a man to represent us who was an 
American-born citizen. 

I know nothing personally against Mr. Bel- 
mont, but I repeat the people of the country 
unanimously, or a vast majority of them, dis- 
approve of the appointment of such men to such 
high places in the diplomacy of the nation. Sir, | 
say to this House that neither Mr. Soulé nor Mr. 
Belmont, whatever be their talents or wealth, are 
the proper persons to represent the people of Amer- 
ica in foreign courts. | say it here in my place—I 
have the right to say it as a representative called 
upon yearly to vote the salaries of these men— 
that proper men should be appointed to represent 
us abroad. | am not prepared to say that no 
citizen of foreign birth should be appointed. 
Lut, sir, the object of these gentlemen who have 
recently been at Ostend, whether their meeting 
was authorized by the President of the United 
States or not, ought to be made known to the | 
people of this country, and there is no more 
appropriate mode of making it known, than by a 
respectful call upon the Preswent of the United 
States to communicate this information, if not 
incompatible with the public interests. If these 
gentlemen were not authorized by the Govern- 
ment to go to Ostend, then the Government is 
not responsible for their action; they deserted 
their posts to the injury of the Government, and 
that is another objection to them. 

Mr. Speaker, the fashion nowadays of ex-con- 
suls, ex-ministers, and gentlemen in high officm! 
ositions, writing what are called ‘* filibustering’’ 
letters to foreign nations, and stirring up bad feel- 
ing against the Government of the United States, 
is anything but kind, generous, or conservative of 
the peace of the country. Sir, we have a Chief 
Magistrate who is authorized to send ministers to 
foreign countries, and so long as the ministers 
thas appointed do their duty, under the instruc- 
tions of the Executive, and uphold the honor, the 
rights, the dignity, and the interests of the Re- 
public of the United States abroad, they shall have 
my aid and support. But when they step out of 
their proper sphere to play the Red Republican, 
to assail and attemptto revolutionize Governments 
abroad, or to form ‘entangling alliances’? with 
foreign nations, I shall denounce them as a public 
man and as a private citizen, as long as 1 have 
the right todo so. Ishould not have said one 
word upon this occasion if the resolution had been 
permitted to take the usual course, and as I be- 
lieve the subject has now been thoroughly dis- 
cussed, I call for the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I would ask my 
friend from Ohio, to allow me to say a word or 
two before he demands the previous question. The 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Sotvers,] to | 
whom I desire to reply, has spoken two or three | 
times. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Will the gentleman renew the | 
demand for the previous question if I now with- | 
draw it for his accommodation ? 

| 
| 
| 


Mr. BAYLY. Certainly, I will do so. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Then, sir, I withdraw the 
demand. 

Mr.BAYLY. Mr. Speaker, I should certainly 
acquiesce in the suggestion of the gentleman from | 
North Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman,] and withdraw 
my motion to commit the resolution, and allow it 
to pass if I thoughtits passage was merely a harm- 
less thing, as it seems to be taken for granted that | 
it is. But, sir, the passage of this resolution would | 
be setting a very dangerous precedent in this | 
House. 

Now, let us see what it is: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States in- 
form the House of Representatives, if notincompatible with | 
the public interest, what was the object or objects of the | 
meeting or conference of American ministers at Ostend, 
and whether said meeting or conference was held in obe- 
dience to instructions from the Secretary of State; what | 
said instructions were, and what was the result of the meet- 
ing or conference. | 

Well, now, I undertake to say that except inan | 
extreme case, the House of Representatives ought | 
to make no such call asthis. The President of | 
the United States, and the Senate in conjunction | 
with him, are by the Constitution charged with | 


, yielding the floor by request.) The gentleman || 


the conduct of our foreign affairs. The framers 
of the Constitution purposely withheld from us 
any right to interfere with it except in the single 
case where legislation is necessary to carry outa 
treaty. That is the only case in which this House 
has any right to interfere unless our object be, as 
the grand inquest of the nation, to institute pro- 
ceedings of impeachment for misconduct of our 
foreign affairs. It would be a mischievous prece- 
dent for this House to call upon the President of 
the United States in reference to questions con- 
nected with our foreign diplomacy, except where 
legislation is necessary. 

Now, suppose this resolution goes to the Presi- 
dent, and he says the conference was held by his 
direction; what does thatamount to? Was there 
any harm in that? Was there any harm in re- 
quiring that our ministers abread should confer 
with each other? AsI said in the few remarks 
which I submitted to the House prior to making 
my motion, they are required to confer with each 
other in writing, and whty not in personal confer- 
ence? Besides that, these personal conferences are 
not without precedent, as almost every gentleman 
who has spoken has assumed. On several occa- 
sions Mr. Gallatin, who was the favorite minister 
of Mr. Jefferson, and enjoyed his confidence to a 
larger extent than the others, was directed to visit 
other foreign ministers and confer with them. I 
had not anticipated this debate, and, therefore, 
cannot, with entire readiness and confidence in 
my accuracy, refer to a number of instances; but 
my impression is very decided that Mr. Gallatin 
was sent to St. Petersburgh when he was Minister 
to London, to confer with the minister there in 
respect to an important.negotiation that was going 
on. But if it be unusual, it is not improper. 

But suppose the President replies that the con- 
ference was not called by his authority; that the 
ministers chose to go to Ostend to confer with 
each other. Was there any harm in those minis- 
ters doing it? In an emergency it was proper that 
they should. 


Then the resolution asks what were the Presi- 
dent’s instructions, and what the ministers went | 


to Ostend for? What does the House want with 
that information? What action are you to predi- 
cate upon that information if it is all communicated ? 
It is merely to gratify acuriosity,and | undertake 
to say, that the [louse of Representatives of the 
United States ought not to be passing resolutions 
merely to gratify a curiosity, especially in relation 
to our foreign affairs, which are intrusted emphat- 
ically to the President and Senate. If the Senate 
of the United States think there has been any of 
this dangerous proceeding which some gentlemen 
seem to suspect, why, that body will call for the 
information to be communicated to them in secret, 
and no damage will ensue. 

But gentlemen say that if these ministers were 
sent there by the President, and if the informa- 
tion called for by the resolution ought not to be 
communicated, he will say in his reply that it 
ought not to be communicated. 

Mr. SOLLERS, (interrupting, and Mr. Barty 


from Virginia, the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, tells us that in asking for this 


information the House is calling for information || 


with reference to our diplomatic relations with 
foreign Governments. I have here the Journal of 
the last session of the present Congress, by which 


I find that on one fair bright morning—lI recollect | 


it well—a resolution was passed calling for corre- 


spondence relative to the rights of neutrals, and | 


instructions in relation to Cuba. And who do 

ou suppose offered that resolution? Why, the 
hompaabts member from Virginia himself! 

Mr. BAYLY. Will the gentleman be kind 
enough to hand me that resolution? 

Mr. SOLLERS. I will, sir. 


Mr. BAYLY. Whilstthegentleman is looking | 


for the resolution, let me say that in this case the 
dilemma is perfect. 


werenot. If they merely met there to confer with 


each other, then what does this House want to || 
_know what was the object of that conference? 


If they were there for the purpose of negotiation 
or for consulting in reference to negotiation, then 
it is certain that that negotiation is still pending, 
because the country knows nothing of its results. 
And it is a constant and satisfactory answer, 
even in the Senate, for the chairman of the Com- 


These ministers were at | 
Ostend for the purpose of negotiation, or they 


| mittee on Foreign Affairs to say that a negotiatio, 
is pending, as a reason for not making public tj. 
information connected with it. : 

And the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. so). 
Lers} thinks he has got me there, (Mr. So.rs,, 
having directed Mr. B.’s attention to the refere;,, 
Let us see whether the gentleman has got »,. 
there. The first resolution to which he refe, 
calls for ‘* such public declarations as have bee, 
made in regard to the right of neutrals,’’ a subje 
in respect to which we were then interested —_ 

Mr. SOLLERS, (interrupting.) Well, then, 
to the Cuba matter. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will goto that. I called fo, 
all the correspondence in connection with Cubs; 
and why did I do that? Because this House, jg 
referring the President’s message to the Commit. 
tee on Foreign Affairs, had committed that subject 
to us for investigation. Besides that there was q 
resolution of this House referred to that commit. 
tee directing us to inquire into this matter. And 
I knew what | was after before I asked for inform. 
ation. I knew that it was connected with a sub. 
ject already before that committee by the order of 
the House. And the gentleman supposes that a 
reso:ution of that sort in reference to a corre- 
spondence which had ended, for keeping which a 
secret there was no longer any necessity, is au- 
thority for calling for information in reference to 
a meeting which either had connection with nego- 
tiations or had not? If that meeting had no con- 
nection with negotiation, cui bono the information 

/ sought? If it had, that negotiation is still pend. 
ing, and it would be improper for this House to 

_ call for such information. | would thank the gen- 
tleman to look for another precedent. 

Mr. SOLLERS. If the gentleman from Vir. 

| ginia will allow me, I would say that [ think the 
cases perfectly analogous. I believe, or have 
very strong suspicion, that this resolution relates 
to the same subject-matter as did the gentleman’s 
resolution in reference to Cuba. 

Mr. BAYLY. That gentleman will further 
remember, as far as that resolution of mine was 
concerned, that the President of the United States 
sent a message here in relation to the case of the 
Black Warrior, and asked for our legislative 
action. He asked also for provisional legislation 
to meet the contingency of a failure of negotia- 
tions. And when this House had committed to 

| the committee over which I had then the honor to 
preside, the message asking for legislation refer- 
ing to that particular subject, asking, too, for an 
advance of the people’s money as a contingent 
appropriation in the event of no satisfactory ad- 
justment, I felt it then entirely proper—nay, more 
than proper—I felt it due to the committee and to 
this House that before we responded to this 
message of March last, we should have all the 
information connected with the whole subject. 
And the gentleman [Mr. Sorters] thinks that 
such a resolution as that is a precedent for this 
calling for information, as to whether these foreign 
ministers, whose appointment is given to the 
President and Senate, met at a certain town in 
Europe accidentally or under instructions, and 
if they met under instructions, what were those 
instructions, and what was the object of the con- 
ference? 

Now, if the President’s message was before this 
House, calling upon us for a contingent appro- 

| priation of money, to meet the contingency 0 
| the failure of a negotiation, then the gentleman 8 
| resolution, asking for information as to the object 
of that negotiation, and as to everything connected 
with it, would have been entirely proper. | am 
obliged to the gentleman for the illustration he has 
|| furnished me. 

| But, sir, I cannot close my remarks, although 
\| 


os 


9 


1] 
\| 


my friend from Virginia [Mr. Letrcner) must 
| excuse me for saying so, without making some 

irrelevant remarks in reply to those of my friend 

of a similar character. e says he did not ap- 
_ prove of the appointment of Mr. Soulé, and that 
there is a great deal of dissatisfaction in his pat 
of the country with that appointment. Why, 
sir, this resolution has nothing to do with Mr. 
|| Soulé’s appointment. It has nothing to do with 
'| Mr. Soulé’s conduct, either in his affairs of honor 
| at Madrid, or in his difficulty in getting a passze 
|| through France. If the President have to answe! 
‘that resolution, I take it for granted that he will 
| say nothing whatever on that subject, because 
\| he should do 80, it would be a very clear case o! 
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eraveling out of the record, and I presume he will 
redo toat. . , 
sto the appointment of foreigners, that is a 
er with the President and Senate, and one 
prs which the House of Representatives, as a 
tive body, has nothing to do. My own 
| is very decided, that it would be quite as 
that we should be represented abroad by 


n 


ae ericans—quite as well! I do not mean to say 
‘het | would disfranchise foreigners in any respect, 
\.+ |} do mean to say—so far as my individual 

vnion is coneerned—that it would be quite as 


well we should be represented abroad by native 
Americans. Ay, sir, I say further, to my friend 
fom Virginia, that I am prepared to go one step 
revond that. lam prepared to adopt the senti- 
= a which Mr. Jefferson expressed—lI believe in 
. letter to Mr. Short—that even native-born 
Americans ought not to be left abroad too long. 
' Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) 1 have not 
said one word about Native Americanism; nor 
id | object to the appointment of Mr. Soulé as a 
eizner. 1 never mentioned one word as to his 
being a foreigner at all. 
Mr. BAYLY. I beg my friend’s pardon. It 


was the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Sot.ers] |! 
to whom Lintended toallude. [ certainly did not 

nd to misrepresent my colleague. I am the 
ast man on the floor who would do so. But, as 


saying, | not only prefer that we should be 
represented abroad by native American citizens, 
| would not let them stay abroad too long. 
They lose, to some extent, their home sympathies, 
although I see it constantly stated by these repre- 
sentatives abroad that they never loved their coun- 
try half so well till after they had left it. Still I 
know that when they stay there too long, if they 
io notlose their home sympathies, they lose, at 
any rate, that intimate acquaintance with the 
American feeling and character which our foreign 
representatives abroad ought to carry with them. 
That was even objected to Mr. Jefferson. Nothing 
wuld destroy Mr. Jefferson’s democracy or his 
attachment to his country. Upon one occasion, 
a mutual friend asked Mr. Henry why he dis- 
liked Mr. Jetferson. Mr. Henry was a man of 
infinite tact, and he did not choose to assign 
raver reasons; but he assigned one reason for his 
islike of Mr. Jefferson, that he staid so long in 
France that he did not like his natural victuals. 
Pronouncing it in Negro vernacular.) 
| agree with these gentlemen, so far as this 
matter of sending Americans abroad is concerned. 
{ would greatly prefer to have Americans abroad, 
but they should not stay there longer than four or 
five years. I do not want Europeans to suppose 
we have no people of our own fit for such offices as 
it has been said our practice implies. Then they 
had better come back and mingle with the people 
again. 1 demand the previous question upon my 
motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] to call for 
the previous question. I do not wish to make 
any remarks, but I wish simply to suggest a modi- 
fication of his motion by referring this resolution 
with instructions to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to inquire whether or not the meeting of 
American ministers at Ostend was not held for the 
purpose of organizing a Know-Nothing lodge in 
Europe. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. BAYLY. I hardly ever knew my friend 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to ask me to modify | 
aresolution before, where I did notcomply with his 
request; but, upon this occasion, he must excuse 
me. If the resolution under consideration is re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Aflairs, I shall 


I was 


| 
j 
| 


I may safely say, that the conduct of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations heretofore has not been 
such as to excite any distrust in this House as to 
its conservatism. I call forthe previous question. 

Several Mempers. Withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY. My only wish is to consult the 
pleasure of the House. 

Mr. WHEELER. [ object to the withdrawal 
of the demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, there 
being—ayes 83, noes 51. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. HENN moved that the House adjourn, 
which was disagreed to—ayes 59, noes not counted. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Bayty’s 
motion, and decided in the negative—yeas 83, nays 
84; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Belcher, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craig, Jolin G. Davis, Thomas 
Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Ellison, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Hamilton, Wiley P. Harris, 
Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, 
Jobnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kittredge, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lewis, Lindsley, Macdonald, 
MeMullin, Macy, Smith Miller, Olds, Orr, Bishop Perkins, 
John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Riddle, Robbins, 
towe, Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Single- 
ton, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Straub, John 
J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Vansant, Walker, Jolin Went- 
worth, Westbrook, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wright—83. 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Bennett, Boyce, 
Bristow, Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, Chase, Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker, Cullom, De Witt, Diek, Dickinson, Ed- 
mands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Frank- 
lin, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, 
Knox, Letcher, Lindley, McCulloch, Mace, Matteson, 
Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Millson, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Pringle, Ready, 
Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Simmons, Skelton, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
If. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, 
John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, 
Tracy, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Ellibu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan W entworth, W heel- 
er, Yates, and Zollicotfer—84. 

The question then recurring upon the adoption 
of the resolution, 

Mr. WHEELER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

On motion by Mr. GROW, the House then ad- 
journed—ayes 73, noes 55—at twenty minutes 
past three o’clock, till to-morrow at twelve, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvnespay, December 6, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Witiiam H. Micevrn. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Hon. WiruiaM Pirt Fessenpen, of Maine, at- 
tended to-day. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the state of the Finances; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the report be printed, and that ten thon- 
sand copies thereof, in addition to the usual number, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Also, a communication from the Treasurer of 
the United States, transmitting copies of his ac- 
counts with the United States for the third and 
fourth quarters of the year 1853, and the first and 
second quarters of the year 1854, as adjusted by 


| the accounting officers of the Treasury Depart- 


try to ascertain, although I think the precedent is || ent; which was referred to the Committee on 


wrong, whether something may not be said upon | 
this floor that will satisfy the curiosity of gentle- 
men, without the formality ofa call upon the Presi- 
dent, which, in the event the gentleman contem- 
plates, will compel him to reply, that important 
negotiations were going on, and that the :nforma- 
tion could not, at that time, be communicated. If 
this conference, as two or three gentlemen have 
said, has excited the alarm of foreign nations, why, 
\t will increase that distrust to an infinite extent, if 
the President, in his message, says: I cannot tell 
you what the object of that conference was. So | 
think the passage of the resolution is setting a bad 
Precedent. { think that the House can be satisfied 
Upon this subject without the mischief that would 
result from a formal reply of that kind. I believe | 





Finance. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. PETTIT presented the petition of the re- 
gister of the land office and receiver of public 
moneys at Indianapolis, praying to be allowed the 
same per centum on the sales of the public lands 
as was allowed previous to the act of August 4, 
1854; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. STUART presented the petition of Ross 
Wilkins, Judge of the Territory of Michigan in 
1832, praying that he may be included within the 
provisions of the act of August 1, 1854, to pro- 
vide compensation for the services of George 
Morell, in adjusting titles to land in Michigan; 


which was referred to the Committee on Claims. |! 
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Also, a petition of the register of the land office 


}and receiver of public moneys at Kalamazoo, 


| Michigan, praying to be allowed the same per 
| centum on the sales of the public lands as was 


allowed previous to the act of August 4, 1854; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. JAMES presented the petition of Rhodes 
Sheldon and others, praying that Simoen Steadman 
may be paid for military services in the last war 


| with Great Britain; which was referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Lemuel 
Worcester, praying a pension on account of a 
disability incurred while employed as a waiter to 
a militia officer in the United States service during 
the last war with Great Britain; which was re- 
ferred to the Cammittee on Pensions. 

Mr. GEYER presented the petition of Joseph 
Hardy and Alton Long, praying payment for lead 
unlawfully exacted from them by agents of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Claims. 


Mr. BROWN presented documents in relation 
to the claim of Levi C. Harris, to a pension on ac- 
count of a wound received during the last war 
with Great Britain; which were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented resolutions of the 
3oard of Common Council of the city of Rock 
Island, Illinois, praying that that place may be 
made a port of delivery; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


THE JAPAN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, if in his opinion not incompatible with 
the public interest, the instructions, correspondence, and 
other documents relating to the naval expedition to Japan, 
and the proceedings and negotiations resulting in a treaty 

| with the Government thereof. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. ADAMS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the “‘ act to 
establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and to 
repeal the acts heretofore passed on that subject,”’ 
approved April 24, 1502. 


| BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
| extend the benefits of the bounty land laws of the 
| United States to Choctaws and other Indians 
who have heretofore served in the Army of the 
United States in time of war; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr.WELLER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
extend, for a limited period, ‘*An act to ascertain 
and settle private land claims in the State of Cali- 
fornia;’? which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CASS, in pursuance of previous notice, 


|| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 


making appropriations for deepening the channel 
over the St. Clair flats; and also for deepening the 
channel in the St. Mary’s river, in the State of 
Michigan; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill establishing a commission for the examination 
| and adjustment of private claims; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BROWN. [ offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee or [Indian Affairs have 
power to appoint a clerk. 

I will say that the chairman of the committee is 
not present, and therefore, as its duties are very 
laborious, and it is necessary to have a clerk, I 
hope the Senate will not insist upon the request 
coming from the chairman. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


Mr. SHIELDS offered the following resolu- 
; tion; which wasconsidered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
authorized to employ a clerk until otherwise ordered by the 
Senate. 


MAIL STEAMER BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. The mail steamer appropri- 


ation bill remained as unfinished business at the 
close of the last session. It lay over, and I 
therefore suppose it will now be the first thing in | 
order. It went over on account of a disagreement 
between the two Houses. The Senate made an 
amendment to which the House disagreed. A 
committee of conference was appointed, but they 
could not agree upon a report. A motion was 
then made by the honorable Senator from Mary- | 
land, {Mr. Prart,] to recede from the Senate’s | 
amendment. In the midst of the diseussion upon 
that question, the session terminated, and the bill 
went over at that time. One of the members of 
the committee of conference, the honorable Sen- 
ator from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] is absent, and | 
I therefore propose, by general consent, that the | 
consideration of the bill be postponed until Mon- 
day next. I think that by that time the Sen- 
ator from Georgia will be here, and we can 
take up the subject and dispose of it. I submit 
the motion to postpone. 

Mr. STUART. I should have no objection to 
the metion made by the Senator from Virginia, 
if the Chair should be of the opinion that what 
the Senator states is the present condition of the | 
bill. My own opinion is, that from the condition 
in which it was left, it is lost, and that it is not, 
in any parliamentary sense, unfinished business 
to be considered by us at the present session. If 
the Chair is not clear upon the subject, the ques- 
tion may be reserved for consideration. I have 
thought upon it myself, and [ havegiven the con- 
clusion at which | have arrived. 

Mr. WELLER. I believe the question at the 
time of the adjournment of the Senate, was upon 
the motion to recede from the amendment which 
had been made by the Senate. If that be the 
pending question, and the Senate recede from the 
amendment, the bill will become a law of the 
land. If we accede to the bill in the terms in 
which it passed the House of Representatives, it 
becomes a law of theland. The pending question 
at the adjournment was upon the motion to recede, 
and upon that motion the Senator from New York 
{Mr.Sewarp] hadthe floor. He had given notice 
that he would speak at least four hours upon it, 
and preferring my dinner to such a discussion, | 
moved the adjournment. That is then the pend- | 
ing question, and the honorable Senator from 
New York, in my opinion, is entitled to the floor 
upon it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not think, in view of 
a fact which I shall state, that it is material 
whether the bill was left as unfinished business or 
not at the last session. It proposes to make an | 
appropriation for the mail steamers. The amount 
yroposed to be appropriated by it, 1 understand 
as been paid from certain balances which were 
remaining in the Treasury, of money which had 
been appropriated to pay for the mail steamers. 
The money which was proposed to be appropri- 
ated by the bill had been earned by the company 
under its contract, and by the failure of the bill at | 
the last session, it was supposed that they would 
be prevented from obtaining the money. 
turned out not to be so, because there were un- 
expended balances in the Treasury—the ten per 
centum which was retained when the vessels were 
constructed, or something of that kind. I believe 
that those balances were properly paid by the De- 
partment, so that the company owning the mail 
steamers have been paid the amount mentioned in 
the bill. Hence, it is immaterial whether it is 


| 
considered as unfinished business or not. | 
lL hope the suggestion of the || 


Mr. SEWARD. 
honorable Senator from Virginia will be agreed | 
to, and that the question will be suffered to lie | 


over until Monday next. We can then inquire || 


into the matter. 
Mr. HUNTER. I think it had better lie over | 
until Monday, and in the mean time we can look 
into the question and see what are the facts. 
Mr. STUART. Ido not wish to discuss the | 
question to-day. I stated that [ had no objection 
to the motion of the Senator from Virginia, 
saving, however, the question whether the bill 
was before us. That question, [ think, is lost 
sight of. ] 
The motion was agreed to. 


It has ! 


DES MOINES AND ROCK RIVER RAPIDS. | 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Pursuant to previous | 
notice, I ask leave to introduce a bill to continue | 
the improvement of the Des Moines and Rock 
river rapids, on the Upper Mississippi. I do not 
wish its reference to any committee, but ask that 
it may be read twice, and take its place upon the | 
Calendar. I also give notice to the Senate that I 
shall call it up at an early day. 

Leave was given to introduce the bill, and it 
was read twice. It proposes to appropriate 
$200,000 for the purpose mentioned. | 


WISCONSIN SALT SPRING LANDS. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. A bill passed the | 
Senate at the last session ‘ relinquishing to the | 
State of Wisconsin the lands reserved for salt | 
springs therein.’’ It passed this body on the 17th 
of January. It was subsequently passed by the 
House, with aslizght amendment, and returned to 
the Senate on the 4th of August, when, Senators 
will recollect, no action could be had upon it. I | 
therefore ask the Senate to consider it now. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House; which was to strike out all | 
after the enacting clause, and insert: 

“ That in lieu of the twelve salt springs, with six sec- 
tions of land adjoining to each, heretofore granted to the | 
State of Wisconsin for its use by the fourth clause of the 
seventh section of the act entitled ‘an act to enable the 
people of Wisconsin Territory to form a constitution and 
State government, and for the admission of such State into | 
the Union,’ approved August 6, 1846, there be, and is 
hereby, granted to Wisconsin, to be selected by the Legis- 
lature of the State out of any public land subject to private 
entry, and to be sold in such manner as the Legislature 
may direct, for the benefit and in aid of the university of 
the State, and for no other purpose whatever, seventy-two 
sections of land: Provided, That any selection of land 
heretofore made under the act entitled ‘an act to extend 
the time for selecting the land granted to Wisconsin for 
saline purposes,’ approved May 4, 1852, and which shall 
not have been sold by the United States, and not legally 
claimed by preémption or otherwise, be granted and af- 
firmed to the State for the use of the university of the State 
as part of the seventy-two sections hereby granted.” | 


Mr. STUART. I will call the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands [Mr. 
Dopaer, of Lowa] to the fact that this appears to 
be a substitute for the original bill, and one which | 
is placed upon a different footing. It will be rec- 


ollected by that Senator that I asked the Senator || 


from Wisconsin, now absent, [Mr. Wa ker,] to 
furnish to the committee the facts upon which the 
original bill was founded. Those facts were never 
received, except in a statement which was rather 
imperfectly made by him. The substitute pre- 
sents the act in a different character, and I only 
wish to know if thechairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands is informed of the facts upon which 
the amendment is based. [ shall very cheerfully 
vote for a bill to give to the State of Wisconsin 
whatever other new States received under similar | 
laws. I should be very glad to hear from the 
Senator the facts in reference to the substitute. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The fact is this: in the 
usual grants made to Iowa, and other States, there 
was aviven time within which the selection must 
have been made. The State decided to apply the 
land to a university, rather than to the common 
school fund, which was the original provision; 
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sections have been applied to university purposes 
Now, if it is intended to apply the salt sorino 
lands to make up the deficiency which the State? 
Wisconsin has found in selecting for universi:y 
purposes, instead of to the common school fynd 
there can be no objection. ye 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. That is it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not doubt at all that wy, 
wish to be laborious; but I desire to call the attep. 
tion of the Senate to the joint rule of the two 
Houses, under which the business of the firs 
session of Congress is resumed at the second ses. 
sion. The twenty-first joint rule is as follows: 


‘“* After six days from the commencement of a second oy 
subsequent session of Cougress, all bills, resolutions, i 
reports, which originated in either House, and at the close 
of the next preceding session remained undetermined jp 
either House, shall be resumed, and acted on in the saye 
manner as if an adjournment had not taken place,” 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


| will suggest that this bill can be taken up under 


a resolution adopted at the last session, which wii 
be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

 WerEDNESDAY, 4ugust 2, 1854.—Mr. SiipeEtn submitted 


the following resolution; which was considered by unay. 
| imous consent, and agreed to. 


‘€ Resolved, That all subjects before the Senate at the 
close of the present session, including those before the 
committees, shall be continued till next session, and shall 
then be proceeded with in the same manner as if no ad- 
journment of the Senate had taken place; and the papers 
which have been referred to the committees, and may be 
in their possession at the close of the session, shall be re. 
turned informally to the Secretary, and by him restered to 
the committees appointed at the next session.”’ 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment of the House. 
, The amendment was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The joint resolutien of the House of Repre. 
sentatives, declaring the Seneca Indians entitled to 
a pension and bounty lands in certain cases, was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Ip- 
dian Affairs. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John Putnam was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill allowing the further time of two years 
to those holding lands by entries in the Virginia 
military district in Ohio, which were made prior to 
the Ist of January, 1852, to have the same sur- 
veyed and patented, was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


ENOCH S. MORE. 


Mr. PETTIT. On the first day of the session 
I made a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill for the relief of Enoch S. More was passed 


_on the last business dey of the late session. !t 


becomes necessary to reconsider it, for this reason 
simply: It isa House bill. It passed the House, 


| came over here, and was properly passed by th 


Senate; but, in the midst of the confusion attend- 
ing the close of the session, I am informed by the 
Secretary it was mislaid. It is now too late to 
take it back to the House, as having been then 
passed, as it is also too late to present it to he 


| President; and it becomes necessary, as | con- 


and it may require the sanction of Congress. || 


Although the amendment of the House is a sub- | 
stitute, the difference is a very slight one in the | 
phraseology. If there be any objection to it, I | 
am willing to have it referred to the committee. 

Mr. STUART. Not at all. 
aware that the practice has been to give the new 
States the seventy-two sections of land for univer- | 
sity purposes. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 
the same as to lowa. 

Mr. STUART. Have not the seventy-two | 
sections keen given heretofore to Wisconsin for 
that purpose? Or is this intended to make up the 


The grant is precisely 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
make up the quantity. 
Mr. STUART. ‘PheSenator is aware that the | 


No, sir; this is to 


salt spring donation is a different thing given to || 


all the new States. ‘The seventy-two sections are 
given for university purposes. Certain salt spring 
lands which were donated, were for different pur- || 
poses. Itis in the power of the Legislature of || 
each State to apply the salt spring lands as they || 
choose, keeping within the objects of the donation. || 


In Michigan those lands have been applied to | 


ceive, to reconsider the vote by which it was 
passed, and then repass the bill, so that it may ge 
to the House again, and, being passed now, be 
sent to the President for his signature. It is 8 


' small matter, and one which is unquestionably 


The Senator is |) 


_ of the session. 
quantity ? } 


right. Under the resolution which has just beet 
read, I take it there can be no doubt of the pre- 
priety of this proceeding. I am aware there !s 4 
rule which provides that a motion for a reconsid- 
eration must be made within three days; butt 
will be seen that there was no opportunity for 
making this motion at an earlier period than I did 
makeit. The bill passed on the last business dey 
It will be recollected by all who 
were present that it was resolved that the session 
should be extended to Monday, but that no legis- 


‘lative business should be done after four o'clock 


on Friday. I hold the resolution in my hand, the 
last clause of which is this: 


* Provided, That no motion other than to adjourn, shall 
be taken by either House after the hour of four 0 (i0%™ 
p. m., this day’’— 


that is, Friday, August the 4th. Now, no m& 
tion for a reconsideration could have been mae 


earlier. The resolution which has just been ro 
continues the unfinished business of the sessi0" 


‘common school purposes, and the seventy-two || precisely as though there had been no adjouri 





